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Pastoros Message

All Saints’ Day in Nov. 1 every year. We will mark that day in worship the week following. That day
the bell will be tolled for each person who has passed from this life to the next and buried through our
congregation since All Saints Day last year. Is everyone who dies a saint? Mot by their own merit! Itis
faith in Christ Jesus that gains the believer that status and frees us from the power of the evil one, even
death itself.

A pastor colleague told me a story. She had the opportunity to baptize an adult. This person had
grown up as a Mormon and had felt herself condemned, never measuring up to expectations. She felt
as though Satan himself had her in his grip, because she could never keep the commandments and
ordinances of her faith. By chance one day she heard and evangelical speaker, who spoke to her of the
love of God and the saving grace of Jesus. She heard this message that day for the first time. 5She
continued to follow the path of seeking out places that spoke the Gospel. That is how she came to be a
Lutheran. At her baptism, she was given the opportunity to renounce the devil and all the forces that
defy God. She was named a child God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ
forever. The pastor said to her: God will never ever let you go. “That day” she said, “l was free from
the grip of Satan for the first time.”

This is for real. The saving power of God in our lives is for real! Itis for our living and our dying. The
opposition to our life with God is real too. It's so real that
many never manage to live a life with God. Maybe they were
never taught, or invited, or it seemed fake, or not possible, or
they just didn’t care, or they were fine on their own, or they
knew religious people that they couldn’t stand.  What if
we were able to do something, so that more people could live
a life with God? Wouldn’t we want to?

DID YOU KNOW?
The FUTURE CHURCH effort
of the ELCA is to help the
church reach new, young
and more diverse people
There's a lot we can da! If you know someone in one of the with the Gospel.
categories above, pray for an opportunity to share what life
with God means to you. Sharing the Gospel, the good news about Jesus is the work of every Christian.
No one is excused. The purpose is not to grow

. o church, although that’s a good thing too.

What does living life with God mean to you? Can you The purpose is that people will be free! “I came
share that with saomeone who doesn’t know what that that they may have life and have it abundantly”
life is like? Can you share what God has done for you? Jesus in John 10.10b. | want that abundant life

for everyone, don't you?

We will welcome New Members this month, remember the Saints, enjoy Holiday Fair, and celebrate
Thanksgiving. We have a lot to look forward to, and opportunities to grow our faith. The vision of our
congregation is “People experiencing a life-giving relationship with God” May more and more people
have this experience, and may God make us bold to share our faith.

Pastor Sarah

I make it my ambition to proclaim the good news, not where Christ has already been named, so that | do
not build on someone else’s foundation, but as it is written, “ Those who have never been told of him shall
see, and those who have never heard of him shall understand.” Romans 15.21
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Meet CEC Tera in the Fellowship Hall
during your regular Wednesday/Sunday
School time for a
special class geared towards becoming

familiar with your brand new bible!
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** * Qur Sponsor a Bible drive continues as
have already been sponsored due to YOUR
sponsored a Bible so far! We are st

Do you | ove to share Godads
The Christian Education Board is | ooking
being baptized, entering niut s®trty ogmade d ¢
confirmation c | a2s0s2e2s sicnh otohle y2eOazrl. Bi bl es
be presented to students this fall

Baptism Nur sery 3rd Grade 7t-8th Grad

Pl ease return the bottom portion to the chur

Sponsor &6s Name

(As you would Iike it to appear in th

Number of Bibles Sponsorxed$20. 00 =

Thank you for sharing in Godds wor k at



