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Our Staff:     

Sarah Larsen Tadé, Lead Pastor: pastorsarah13@gmail.com 

Adam Roberts, Pastor: pastoradamcroberts@gmail.com 

Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries: teraALC@gmail.com  

Jane Cartwright, Worship & Music Coordinator:  cartj58@gmail.com 

Wendy Pigman, Financial Secretary: wendyalc@windomnet.com   

Gina Hauge, Administrative Assistant: winalc@windomnet.com 

                       , Custodian 

Email: winalc@windomnet.com     *  Website: www.alcofwindom.com  

906 Prospect Avenue 

PO Box 188 

Windom, MN 56101 

Phone: 507-831-1794 

Fax: 507-831-1795 

 

Our Vision: 

People experiencing a life-giving 

relationship with God. 

 

Mission: 

Living God’s grace, we cultivate 

community to love and serve. 

 

Values: 

Relationships 

God. Each other. Creation. 

Belonging 

Affirmed. Included. Valued. 

Faith 

Active. Inquiring. Hopeful. 

 

Saturday, August 6 
5:30 PM Chapel Service 
 
Sunday, August 7 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy 
Communion 
 
Saturday,  August 13 
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy 
Communion & Noisy Offering 
 
Sunday, August 14 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Second Sunday Noisy 
Offering 
9:00 AM Worship  
 
Saturday, August 20 
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/
Holy Communion 
 
 

Join Us in House, on Facebook, our Website, our YouTube Channel, 

KDOM Radio, or Local Cable Channel 3 for Worship! 

Sunday, August 21 
Eleventh Sunday after 
Pentecost  
9:00 AM Worship 
 
Saturday, August 27 
5:30 PM Chapel Service 
 
Sunday, August 28 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy 

mailto:pastorsarah13@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsarah13@gmail.com
mailto:wendyalc@windomnet.com
mailto:winalc@windomnet.com
http://www.alcofwindom.com
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Pastor’s Message 

August 2022 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my 
thoughts from far away. You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, 
    O Lord, you know it completely. Psalm 139:1-4 

 I gave a survey to teenagers and was blown away at how many are suffering from anxiety and how 
they’re afraid to be themselves around others. I talked with a school psychologist about this who mentioned 
there is an increase in suicidal teens. She mentioned that they’re being videotaped and have pictures taken all 
the time so they have to constantly be looking “good” so they don’t find themselves in an embarrassing pose 
that might make the rounds. Bottom line: our kids feel they have to pretend to be someone they’re not in order 
to not be embarrassed or shamed. 

 It occurred to me the other day that we adults are not so different, especially when we’re at church. It’s 
my experience that most Lutherans are fairly private. We don’t tend to share our struggles. Many don’t let us 
pastors know when they’re in the hospital nor ask for help even in the form of prayers and I wonder if we 
struggle with the same things as teens: fear of being embarrassed; as if people might think we’re weak or 
there’s something wrong with us. 

 I’m going to burst your bubble: everyone has their struggles and no one has it all together. What I love 
so much about the Church in its purity is that, that is the place where we ought to be ourselves and be honest 
with one another. 

 The Church is the body of Christ, a place where we ought to be able to scrape off our whitewash and be 
the person whom God knows we are. The body of Christ is filled with people who have the same struggles. 
The Church is a place where we believe that prayer changes things. Furthermore, the Church is a place with 
older adults who have gone through those same experiences and have wisdom to share, and time to be 
supportive and pray for our younger members. But how can the body do its job when we adults behave like 
teenagers? How can our teenagers fully be the people God made them to be when their Christian role-models 
are behaving just as they are? How can the body do its job when we’re terrified to talk about what’s really 
important in our lives and just say, “I’m fine.”?  

 I don’t have the answer on how to change this. All I know is that my adult congregants are struggling 
with being open about their struggles and our kids are in twice as bad shape as we are. How do we teach and 
model for them what it looks like to bare our souls and struggles and receive support, prayer, guidance, and 
wisdom? We know the world is divided and that that’s not good, and while the Church may not be divided, 
we’re not fully unified as a body either.  

 Again, I don’t have the answers. I’m open to suggestions and conversations. All I know is that God 
knows you through and through and you can’t hide your struggles from God. I know that the body of Christ is 
to be a supportive, prayerful, non-judgmental place to help all children of God with their struggles and to let 
them know that they are not alone. I know we are of little use if we are hiding who we truly are, struggles and 
all.  

 Your pastors are here to support you with anything you are going through so come to us with anything. 
Know that.  

May we adults model not having to hide whom we are so that we can not only get the support we need, 
but that our kids may see how to get the support they need. May there be no topic or struggle too controversial 
that we cannot come together as a unified body to help support and nurture one another. May the Church be 
the example to our country and world about what being unified truly looks like. 

Pastor Adam Roberts 
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Worship & Music Notes 

Tune in to ALC’s 

Worship Broadcasts 

on Sunday at 10:30 

AM on KDOM 103.1 

FM Thursdays at 

10:00 AM & 6:30 PM 

on Windom Cable 

TV, Channel 3 

Noisy Offering This Month: COMFORT CUPBOARD. 

Many of our Middle School and High School students are in need of personal 
hygiene items during the school hours and at home. The women of American 
Lutheran, GLOW, is continuing to provide items for students through the Comfort 
Cupboard. Noisy offering will help GLOW purchase women’s & men’s deodorant, 
tampons, sanitary napkins, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, conditioner, body 
wash/bar soap, hand lotion, body lotion, and lip balm. 

If you would prefer to donate products, please leave donations in the office where 
they will be picked up periodically and delivered to the school. 

THANK YOU for whatever you can give!!! 

from Jane Cartwright, Worship & Music Coordinator (831– 5032) 

Week:   Theme:    Passage: 
August 6 / 7:    Shepherds and Sheep   1 Peter 5 
August 13 /14:  We Need Each Other   Ruth 1 
August 20 /21:  Be Generous    Ruth 2 
August 27 / 28:  Cultivate Kindness   Ruth 3 
September 4:   Welcome to God’s Family  Ruth 4 
 

The Summer Scripture Series changes once again in August.  We leave behind, 1 
Peter, with the conclusion of “Shepherds and Sheep”.  Peter encourages individuals 
to show care and concern for one another. We are all members of God’s family; 
learning, growing, and respecting individuals who have trusted in and lived by their 
faith, and those who are exploring and beginning to cultivate an understanding of 
what faith means.  Together, we are better.  
In the readings from the book of Ruth, the journey will show the relationships that grow and intertwine, 
through the characters of Naomi, Ruth and Boaz. Come, refresh and expand your connections within the ALC 
family.   

 

“Sunrises never get old and neither does the miracle of faith.  
 Praying today finds you uplifted, renewed, and inspired all over again.” 

“Pass the Peace, 100 Faith Notes to share”, ©2018 Hallmark Licensing, LLC.   
Service Notes: 

August Ushers: John Berge, Keith Bloomgren, Travis Freiwald, John Holt, Jay Mickelson,  
Ron Vought. 
 

Holy Communion - Sunday, August 7th  and 28th at 9:00 am 
            - Saturday, August 13th and 20th at 5:30 pm 
 

Noisy Offering:  The collection this month will help support the mission “Comfort Cupboard”,  
  a program that supports students within  the Windom Area School District.  
  Jean Johnson is the contact person.  

 

BWCA Youth: Please keep this group in your prayers as they travel to Northern Minnesota  
July 31st - August 5th.  The group includes Chole Shamp, Nyah Visker, Eli Friewald,  
James Erickson, Blaise Larson, Lenin Marcy, Harlen Nelson, and Pastor Adam.  

 

Churchwide Assembly: Pastor Sarah will be attending the Churchwide Assembly, Columbus, Ohio, 
August 8-12th. The theme is Embody the Word. Lift up prayers for guidance as 
Pastor Sarah interacts and worships with other representatives. 
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Christian Education 
From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (822-3377) 
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Kids entering Kindergarten – 2nd Grade are 
invited to join Tera & Crafting Kelly this 

summer for a SUMMER STORYTIME 
the last Wednesday afternoon of each month!  
(June, July, August) This Summer Storytime 

will include: 
● A Story    ● A Craft   ●A Game  ●A Snack 

We so hope you will join us! 
 

Wednesday, August 31st 2:00-3:30pm 
Please contact Tera with any questions! 507-822-3377 

teraalc@gmail.com  

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT: If you have 

a child that is turning 3 years old by September 1st 

and will be enrolling in Sunday school please call the 

office at (507)831-1794 and let us know.  

Register for Sunday/Wednesday School online with 

the QR Code below or stop in the Church Office for a 

hard copy registration form. Rally Day for both 

Sunday/Wednesday School students will be on 

Sunday, September 11th at 10:15am! First official 

class days will be: 

Wednesday, September 14th, 

5:30pm-6:15pm 

Sunday, September 18th, 

10:15am-11:00am 

If you have any questions 

please contact Tera at 822-

3377 or teraalc@gmail.com 

or contact the church office at 

831-1794. Thanks!  



Youth & Family News 
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Wild Water West- Thursday, 

August 18th, 2022 
We will leaving the church parking lot at 10:00am. 

Open to families or students entering 7th-12th grade. 

Cost will be $35 plus extra for food/extras. 

Students....don’t forget to check your account 

money! You can use your youth account money to buy 

the ticket but not food. Please sign up soon so we can 

arrange other drivers if needed! The sign-up sheet is 

located on the Christian Ed/Youth Bulletin board. Sign-

up deadline is Thursday, August 11th 
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Good to Know 

THANK YOU!!!THANK YOU!!!THANK YOU!!!   
Church in Society wants to thank everyone who volunteered at and donated to The BanquetThe BanquetThe Banquet in Sioux 
Falls. A total of $1,083.56 was raised for the meal.  There were 29 volunteers from our church/community 
that participated and 326 people were served meals! Thank you all again for contributing to this wonderful 
ministry! 

UPDATED HELP WANTED: The American Lutheran Church is seeking 
two part-time custodians. The first part-time custodian is in charge of 
cleaning and general maintenance at 10-20 hours per week with very 
flexible hours. The second part-time custodian position is in charge of 
grounds, lawn care, light snow removal, and maintenance at 5-10 hours per 
week with very flexible hours.   The pay range for both positions is 
$13.50—$17.00 based on experience.  An application and job description 
are available on our church website www.alcofwindom.com or in our church 
office.  Send your application to The American Lutheran Church at PO Box 

188, drop it off at the church office, or email winalc@windomnet.com , noting part-time Custodian for the 10-
20 hour position or part-time grounds/maintenance for the 5-10 hour position in the subject line of the 
email.  If you have any questions please call the church office at 507-831-1794. 

ALC NEIGHBORHOOD SUMMER BLOCK PARTY! 

Hamburgers, hot dogs, cold drinks, great music, and a yard full of games like bean bag 
toss, Kube, and Bocce Ball will all be found at ALC on Sunday, August 21st from 5-7pm. 
It’s Completely free! Come to eat and play and, most importantly, greet people from our 
neighborhood who show up too! Come join in the festivities! ALL are welcome!!  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPERS will be back up and running September 14th! New this year, the program 
has a wish list! If any congregation members would like to help out by donating food items we would SO 
GREATLY appreciate it! This is an ongoing wish list but will be reposted frequently.  
 

Anytime donations include: 
Hamburger   Chicken breasts Ham (preferably without bone) Tator tots 
Garlic bread  Chicken nuggets Egg noodles    Elbow macaroni  
Spaghetti noodles Spaghetti sauce  Cream of celery soup   Cream of chicken soup 
Cheddar cheese soup Scalloped potatoes  Taco seasoning    Shredded cheddar cheese 
Salsa 
 

Weekly donations include:  
Milk   Bread  
Any Meat, garlic bread, chicken nuggets and tator tots can be put in the large freezer 
in the storage room. Dry goods can be put on the counter in the kitchen labeled 
“Wednesday night suppers”. Cheese and milk can be put in the fridge in the kitchen. 
Thank you for your support of this wonderful program!   

http://www.alcofwindom.com/
mailto:winalc@windomnet.com


ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE WINDOM 
AREA SHARING CENTER: personal 
care items (toothbrushes, toothpaste, regular 
size shampoo, body soap, etc.), food items 
(pasta noodles (egg noodles especially) is a 
very needed item), and lastly any and all 
baby items. 

HAVING TROUBLE HEARING IN 
THE SANCTUARY? We have added 3 
additional SOUND 
MATES, which are 
available from the ushers. 
Sound Mates are a small 
unit that helps amplify 
sound through the use of 
headphones. Check one 
out. They are easy to use.   

SHETEK BIBLE CAMP IS 75 YEARS OLD! 
To celebrate and honor Shetek Lutheran Ministries, we 
are asking anyone who worked at camp, past and 
present, to contact us to be recognized for your 
contributions and share your camp experiences.  We 
would also like to use your camp stories and experiences 
as part of the Capital Campaign, a fundraising effort for 
new cabins at Shetek. Please contact Jean Johnson via 
email: jajohnson1954@gmail.com, or text: 822-2715. 
Thank you! 
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Good to Know 

Church Softball Schedule 

August 5th-6th-7th 

Church Softball Tourney @ 

Bergen Ballfield 

Making Your Will? 

 For those of you who are thinking about doing 

estate planning ALC would ask you to consider your 

congregation.  There are many funds to which you could 

donate that would bless your church.  If you really love 

the building you can put money in the Emergency 

Maintenance Fund to help pay down the major expenses 

that come our way.  If you feel technology is a blessing 

there’s a fund for that along with funds for our Youth 

Coordinator, Wednesday Night Meals, Camperships, 

Organ Fund, or to donate to the Trust Fund which uses 

that money for a wide range of different ministries.  If you 

have a passion for specific ministries here at ALC please 

consider putting us into your will.   

LIKE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE “American Lutheran 
Church- Windom” to keep up with the latest news and 
summer activities like Jr/Sr League events, pool days, 
Valleyfair, Arnolds Park, Wild Water West, ALC’s block 
party and more!!!  

Pastor Sarah will attend this year’s CHURCHWIDE 
ASSEMBLY as a clergy voting member of the Southwest MN 
Synod.   She will be sending  updates from the event.   Stay 
tuned as ELCA members from 65 synods gather in Columbus, 
OH this month.  Come, Holy Spirit.    

mailto:jajohnson1954@gmail.com


In 2022, ALC began sponsoring missionary Carolyn Schneider through the Trust Fund..  She teaches and 
trains pastors in the Caribbean at a seminary in Kingston, Jamaica.  We had a wonderful conversation with 
Carolyn on July 10th in the Skylight Court via ZOOM.  
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Bits and Pieces  

PRAYER SHAWLS: If you know of someone in our church family who could use a Prayer Shawl, call the church office. 

KEEP SAVING those empty printer ink cartridges. They are turned in for cash for our Education Department. The container is located in the 
hallway by the offices. 

KEEP SAVING your canceled stamps. Correctly cut stamps by leaving 1/4” to 1/3” boarder around the stamp. You can turn your stamps in at 
the church office.  

CONTINUE to remember the Windom Area Sharing Center in the coming months.  Monetary gifts may be sent to 1156 4th Ave, Windom. 
Contributions may be left here at the church or at the Center on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10 am to 1 pm. Call 822-7210, 

PRAYER CHAIN: To activate ALC’s Prayer Chain, please call the church office at 831-1794 or an email may be sent to 
winalc@windomnet.com.   

REMEMBER 2nd Thursday of every month at Senior Dining.    Join your ALC family once a month for lunch at the Windom Community 
Center. 

WANT TO RECEIVE THE MESSENGER ELECTRONICALLY?  Save the church paper, ink and postage!  Contact the church office to 
share your email address. 

HAVE YOU BEEN receiving weekly emails from us here at 

ALC with weekly happenings?  If not, and you would like to, 

please call the church office to update your email address and 

keep you posted on events!   

If you or a loved one are hospitalized, going 

through any medical treatments or need 

pastoral care of any kind please call the 

church office to let us know. 

Did you know that you can see sermons on the ALC WEB-

SITE?  Don’t miss out. Go to http://www.alcofwindom.com/ 

and click on the Media tab to hear a sermon that you might have 

missed. 

Have you recently cancelled your 

telephone landline or changed your cell phone 

number?  Please let the church office know, so 

that we can stay in touch with you! 

Are you interested in SPONSORING THE RADIO 

BROADCAST on Sundays?  The cost is $57 for a 

Sunday service sponsorship. Please contact the ALC 

office if you are interested in a sponsorship.  

**Altar Guild does not meet in 

August.** 

Men’s Bible Study:  We meet every Tuesday at 

8:00 AM in the Skylight Court at ALC. Bring your 

own coffee if you like, and your own Bible.   This is 

a very friendly group, and a great way to dig into 

God's word and hang out with a great group of 

guys.  Men, if you’re free,  try it out!!    

Join us for Coffee Hour at our Skylight 

Court Café every Sunday following 

worship around 10:00 AM!!  

If you would like to bring goodies a 

sign-up sheet is located in the skylight court! 
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Good to Know 

SEEKING INDIVIDUALS, 
COUPLES, OR FAMILY 
GROUPS WILLING TO 
USHER. Thinking of creative 
scheduling such as one week 
per month on a rotation basis. 
It’s a great way to meet people 
in the congregation. Contact Jane Cartwright 831-
5032 (h) or call the church office.  

Would you like to be a part of ALC’s PRAYER CHAIN? 
Prayer Chain is an email group that gets requested prayers 
for subjects/people in our congregation, community, and 
world. If you would like to be a part of this email group 
please email or call the church office at 
winalc@windomnet.com or 831-1794 with your current 
email address and we will add you to the group. Likewise, if 
you or someone you know needs prayers please contact the 
church office and we’ll send out a PRAYER REQUEST to 
the Prayer Chain email group. Please let us know if you 
would like that person or subject to be prayed for publicly 
in church or privately through our Prayer 
Chain.  Also, in consideration of HIPAA, we 
do have a generic please pray (individuals 
name) in this time of need. No medical/
personal information will be shared unless it is 
public information, we get consent from that 
individual, or consent from a close relative.  

CHOIR 
PRACTICE 
will start up 

again in the fall! 
All are 

welcomed! 

BELL CHOIR 
will start up 

again in the fall! 
All are 

welcomed! 

SOUND & VIDEO TECHNICIANS NEEDED! We 
are looking for volunteers to operate the Sound System 
and/or Video System. If this is something you’d like to 
check out or may be interested in doing, please contact 
the church office and we can 
help schedule a Wednesday 
or Sunday service for you to 
sit in on to learn more 
information about it.  

http://www.alcofwindom.com/


CHURCH COUNCIL NOTES FROM  

June 14th, 2022 MEETING 

 Purchasing of the standing tables for the Skylight Court will be 
tabled until the next meeting. 

 

 The Wednesday night meal coordinator will become a paid 
position with $1,725 provided as salary.  MM/S/C (Kevin, Linda) 

 

 Jamie Pohlman will begin a Praise Band on Wednesday nights beginning September 14. 
 

 A custodial position of 10 - 20 hours a week will be advertised in the Shopper, Citizen and 
church bulletin.  A second custodial position of 5 - 10 hours per week to do maintenance, 
mowing and snow removal will also be advertised. 

 

 The church will follow state law and pay time and a half for over 48 hours worked.      
MM/S/C (Linda, Kevin) 

 

 Agenda items for the mid-year meeting: 
 -Approval of secretary’s report 
 -Financial Report - Kevin Heggeseth, Treasurer 
 -Staff Update - Lindsey Cartwright, Mutual Ministry Chair 
 -The continued Ministry of our Congregation - Pastor Sarah, Faith formation and 
            building community inside and outside the church with both goals empowered by 
            technology. 
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Board Reports 
Worship and Music - Requests that another board pick up the Sunday morning bus pick-up 
project to bring people from Mikkelson, Remick and PRLS to worship.  CIS will take it under 
consideration. 
 

Discipleship/Marketing & Marketing - Did not meet 
 

Properties - Old electric boxes do not meet code and need to be replaced for insurance 
purposes.  We will get bids from Duerksen Electric and Ron’s Electric. MM/S/C (Linda, Jen) 
We will check into the vans at Higley Ford. 
 

Budget and Finance - Bills have been paid and $11,000 has been borrowed. 
 

Christian Education - Vacation Bible School registration is taking place.  The Back to School 
Family Potluck and Blessing of the Backpacks will take place on Aug. 31. Rally Day will be 
Sept. 11th. 
 

Youth & Family- Discussed letting families know the status of the Youth Accounts. 
 

Church in Society - Money raised for the Banquet is $1,083.  Twenty three have signed up to 
serve and 4 to prepare.  Thirty two safety kits were assembled. 
 

Spiritual Life and Fellowship - Did not meet 
 

GLOW - Did not meet 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=Church%20council%20&entry_date=1%2F1%2F0001&image_type=cl%2Cph%2Cpp%2Cbc%2Cca%2Cmv%2Cwt%2Cnt%2Cpt%2Cft%2Cea


ALC FINANCIAL UPDATE 
As of 6/21/2022: 

Income: $248,675 
Expenses: $283,811 
Borrowed to date: $11,000 

 

These figures do not include July end of month commitments 
and benevolences. 
 
RECORDS: 

Baptisms: No Baptisms this month 
 

            

Deaths:  Bonnie Hedquist 
 
MEMORIALS: 

Youth Fund – In memory of Margo Torkelson. 

Renovation Fund – In memory of Bonnie Hedquist. 

OFFERING OPTIONS: 
The ministry of our congregation continues in many ways! The options remain open for 
ways of contributing your offerings.  You may use on-line giving on our website 
alcofwindom.com, mail in your offering to PO Box 188, Windom, drop it off at the 
church or simply place it in the offering plate.  If you have any questions regarding these 
options, please contact Wendy Pigman in the church office.  
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