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906 Prospect Avenue 

PO Box 188 

Windom, MN 56101 

Phone: 507-831-1794 

Fax: 507-831-1795 

 

Our Vision: 

People experiencing a life-

giving relationship with God. 

 

Mission: 

Living Godôs grace, we 

cultivate community to love 

and serve. 

 

Values: 

Relationships 

God. Each other. Creation. 

Belonging 

Affirmed. Included. Valued. 

Faith 

Active. Inquiring. Hopeful. 

Saturday, September 3 
5:30 PM Chapel Service 
 

Sunday, September 4 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 

Saturday,  September 10 
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy Communion & 
Noisy Offering 
 

Sunday, September 11 
Rally Day!!  
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Second Sunday Noisy Offering 
9:00 AM Worship w/Installation of Sun./Wed. 
School Teachers/Volunteers & Prayer Partners 
 

Wednesday, September 14 
6:30 PM Wednesday Worship w/Holy 
Communion and Installation of Confirmation 
Small Group Guides  
 

Saturday, September 17 
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, September 18 
Shetek Capital Campaign 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
9:00 AM Worship 

Join Us in House, on Facebook, our Website, our YouTube Channel, 

KDOM Radio, or Local Cable Channel 3 for Worship! 

Wednesday, September 21 
6:30 PM Wednesday Worship led by 
Youth w/3 yr. olds receiving their 
Bibles 
 

Saturday, September 24 
5:30 PM Chapel Service 
 

Sunday, September 25 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM Worship led by Youth w/
Holy Communion and 3 yr. olds 
receiving their Bibles 
 

Wednesday, September 28 
6:30 PM Wednesday Worship w/3rd 
Graders receiving their Bibles 
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Pastorôs Message 

September 

Embody the Word was the theme for the Churchwide Assembly in Columbus.  Thanks 

for the opportunity to attend, as a voting member from the Southwestern MN Synod!  

When the resurrected Jesus showed up to those walking on the road to Emmaus, things 

happened!   When he (Jesus) was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke 

it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he 

vanished from their sight.   They said to each other, ñWere not our hearts burning within us,  while he was talking to us on the road, 

while he was opening the scripture to us?ò    Luke 24. 30 ï 31  

Who embodies the Word? Jesus, of course! Itôs Jesus in the incarnation, who was Godôs 

living Word in the flesh. We understand that the Word is not only Godôs Son, Jesus, but it is 

also the living Word of God that acts in our hearts through the words of the Bible.   We 

listen to Godôs Word through preaching and teaching. To embody the word means literally 

that Godôs Word through scripture and through our faith in Jesus gets into us, into our 

bodies! It gets lived out in our lives.      

Here are some highlights of the Assembly:     

Really great music! Lutherans tend to do music well. I came home with a copy of ñAll 

Creation Singsò a supplement to our red Evangelical Lutheran Worship.      

Lots of Lutherans!  We were over 800 voting members gathered from the 65 Synods of the 

ELCA.    

500 years since Martin Luther completed his translation of the New Testament into German in 1522. Luther devoted himself 

to this task based on his belief that it is the Word of God that become the means by which Godôs grace comes to us. It needs to be in 

the hands of the people, read, and heard!    

The election of Imran Siddiqui as Vice President of the ELCA.  The Vice President chairs the Church Council of the ELCA and 

is the highest office of a lay person in this church.  Mr. Siddiqui grew up Muslim and has been a Lutheran 11 years, bringing a fresh 

voice. He currently serves as Vice President of the Southeastern Synod in Georgia.  He brings the experience of consensus-based 

decision making and commends it to the church as a way of deeply listening to each other and building unity.    

An apology to the congregation Santa Mar²a Peregrina.  Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton apologized to representatives from the 

Latino congregation from Stockton, CA for the removal of their pastor by their synodical bishop on the Feast Day of the Virgen of 

Guadalupe which for Hispanic Christians is a very important festival. The action had overtones of racism. The synodical bishop has 

since resigned.  The apology was accepted by the representatives who spoke about the hurt caused while offering words of 

forgiveness. This was a model of how to practice reconciliation. 

A move to restructure the Governance of the ELCA    The ELCA is now 35 years old, and a very different organization, living in 

a very different time than when it began from the three predecessor church bodies in 1987. The Assembly directed the ELCA Church 

Council to establish a Commission for a Renewed Lutheran Church to reconsider the principles of the denominationôs organizational 

structure and the statements of purpose for its churches, synods and the churchwide organization, with particular attention to our 

shared commitment to dismantle racism. 

Presentation of the Declaration of the ELCA to American Indian and Alaska Native People. Copies of the document, which 

refutes the 15th century Doctrine of Discovery, were placed on tables. Voting Members also passed a resolution encouraging ELCA 

entities to use land acknowledgements at their gatherings and  to educate themselves about Indigenous peoples, and to deepen 

relationships with Indigenous peoples and tribal nations, while considering how, in the spirit of restorative justice, land could be 

returned to the appropriate Native American nations when selling or transferring property.  A beautiful worship service was led by 

Indigenous leaders, including a drumming group from St. Paul, MN. 

Authorization to review ñHuman Sexuality, Gift and Trust the social statement from 2009, which would ñreflect current church 

understanding, church policy, civil law, and public acceptance of same-gender and gender non-conforming couples.ò An exploration 

of reconsideration of the four stated positions of ñbound conscienceò was also approved.    

A lot happens at a churchwide assembly! It is important work, and I was glad to have had the opportunity to participate.   The work, 

ministry and call to follow Jesus continues. Whether we do Godôs work in our congregation, synod, at the church-wide level or 

around the world, may we Embody the Word while doing it! 

Pastor Sarah 
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Worship & Music Notes 

Tune in to ALCôs Worship 

Broadcasts on Sunday at 

10:30 AM on KDOM 103.1 

FM Thursdays at 10:00 AM 

& 6:30 PM on Windom 

Cable TV, Channel 3 

Noisy Offering This Month: Prayer Shawls 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry was created to help those who suffer in body, 

mind, and spirit. Prayer shawls help individuals know that someone has been 

and continues to pray for them. It also encourages them to know that God is 

with them every step of the way, every day. Each Prayer Shawl costs about 

$15 to make. Please consider donating to this great Ministry.  

from Jane Cartwright, Worship & Music Coordinator (831ï 5032) 

Week of: 
Sept 3 - 4  Welcome to Godôs Family  Ruth 4 
Sept 10 - 11  Flood and Promise   Genesis 6:5-22; 8:6-12; 9:8-17 
Sept 14 -18  Call of Abraham   Genesis 12:1-9 
Sept 21 - 25  Joseph in Prison   Genesis 39: 1-23 
Sept 28 - Oct 2 Rescue at Sea    Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 21-29 
 

Lately, there has been a hint of Fall in the evening air.  The days are noticeably 
shorter.  The crops will be harvested in the weeks ahead.  But not all growth has come to a halt. American 
Lutheran Churchôs youth have had the opportunity to grow and expand their horizons with support from 
individuals who nurtured them through Bible stories, personal encouragement, a friendly wave, or a smile. 
Come, join worship, and nourish your souls. 
 

ñAnd all the trees of the field will clap their hands, 
The trees of the field will clap their hands, 
The trees of the field will clap their hands, 
While you go out with joy.ò 
(Songwriters: Stuart Dauermann / Steffi Rubin Based on Isaiah 55:12) 

 

Service Notes:   
September Ushers: Don Boltjes, Rahn Larson, Rick Quade, Greg Hanefeld, 
Todd Schumann, Juhl Erickson. 
 

Holy Communion: Sunday: Sept. 4th and Sept. 25th  Saturday: Sept 10th and 
Sept 17th 
 

Noisy Offering: Prayer Shawl Ministry on Sept 10th and 11th 
 

Wednesday Worship: Come, join worship with communion 
on  September 14th at 6:30 PM. This worship service is undergoing 
some changes.  Come be a part of the excitement. 
 

Summer Youth Highlights Service: Wednesday, Sept. 21st and 
Sunday, Sept. 25th 
 

Be on the Lookout! As part of the worshiping community at American 
Lutheran Church,  I encourage everyone to take a moment to complete 
the Worship Participation Survey that will be launched in September. 
It has been a couple years since the lists were updated. The link will be 
available on the website, Whatôs Up at ALC  emails, or a paper copy is 
available on page 4 of this September Messenger and paper copies will be put out prior to worship 
services.  You may turn in your hard copy survey to the office or place it in the offering plate during worship.  
https://docs.google.com/forms/de/1FAIpQLSfAHNCMwjWLA7eTNpVS3a1e6yiquvy2nDDq7d_CftZ_IuDu3w/
viewform?usp=pp_url 

Survey 

Bell Choir will begin 

Monday, September 

12th at 6 PM 
 

ALC Choir will 

begin Wednesday, 

September 14th at 

5:30 PM.  
 

**No experience necessary! All 

are welcome to join! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAHNCMwjWLA7eTNpVS3a1e6yiquvy2nDDq7d_CftZ_IuDu3w/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAHNCMwjWLA7eTNpVS3a1e6yiquvy2nDDq7d_CftZ_IuDu3w/viewform?usp=pp_url
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August 2022 

Christian Education 
From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (822-3377) 
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