
 

The American Lutheran 

Church of Windom 
Living God’s grace, we cultivate community to love and serve. 

 

 
 

Sunday, December 17, 2023   9:00 AM 

Third Sunday of Advent  
 

906 Prospect Ave, PO Box 188  
Windom MN 56101; Phone:  507-831-1794 

E-Mail:  winalc@windomnet.com 

Website:  www.alcofwindom.com 
 

Saturdays 5:30 pm Chapel Worship 

Sundays 9:00 am Worship & Wednesdays 6:30 pm Worship 

 

Pastors Sarah Tadé and Adam Roberts  

 

Ministers: Everyone 
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GATHERING MUSIC                                 Angie Erickson, Pianist 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Temple Talk- Lutefisk Supper 

End of Year ALC Financial Situation Update - Kevin Heggeseth, 

Treasurer  
“Making of a Quilt”- Highlighting Carol Christianson’s new Christmas 

Quilt 
  
 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES- Karen Skarphol 

                                                            
L: We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of 

preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath,  

C: strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s coming in glory.   
L: Enlighten us with your grace,  

C: that we may serve our neighbors in need.   

L: Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and 

whose day draws near.  C: Amen. 

WELCOME! 
WE ARE HAPPY YOU ARE WORSHIPPING WITH US TODAY 

How Can We Serve You? 
 

Name:______________________  Phone Number:_____________________ 

Email:_____________________   Address:__________________________ 

*By turning this in, I give my permission for ALC to use my information for 

contact purposes.  

Preferred Contact Method:       Phone    Email 

         I would like information about joining ALC 

         I would like a call and/or visit from a pastor 

         I am a current member of ALC and this is an UPDATE to my 

information (examples:  address change, name change, if you 

would like our weekly emails, please  specify:_______________.)  

         I have a prayer request:________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Please fill out, tear off bulletin, and place in the offering plate.  

We’d love to be in touch with you. 
 

AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING may be in progress during church services 

/events. Audio, video, and/or photos of the services/events may be posted or aired 

online for public viewing. 
 

Please check out our ALC website, www.alcofwindom.com, YouTube Channel, and 

our Facebook page to view online services, events, and stay up-to-date on the latest 

information. 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alcofwindom.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1LBG-5IlA_ENgBfTv4-ciLskih1Lw7bHNxY1UpmCkHKFl2wZsE1A09yIw&h=AT0z1z0fF8smsqcsEBttJFSr61hk_Z74zMY4I_Npl86Zd4aap04qDv60n8zUtjGzEOSzGGR3OmkkGjlBwhhvAOn5h1Z-YL2wZpgvvkOHWGPduXtYleyZG92aieL0UcLOTQ&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2Th3l_oX7cp-FIrvbLzSlG1pnYgmkrxJw0-eBN0LOsKZ0ejxhQ6MgGPcFFaDpM49dXGVTIn4sd3_OdxSyY7Q2p5rFar1OytTE5ry6Lhgh_4HWZr22MxyW7iyMlRGvBRfVYEz0MC9Vjdk9fmm3tyCQ-Cy9kpxl5O4TR6BF07d2H8DuKEwB1bvORHClQTzukJm2aMlmxFaBh8a89GlU_6Dq9OzNFHaogHsqg7j-QjLzNNp-NQMjx71imXqC-2XcmfyX0GBtBPtoICOUNuPXCf8i0ZBJn


 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                                         ELW #257  v4 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who shapes the whole 

creation, who comes with might and mercy, who fills the hungry with 

good things. 

C: Amen. 
 

L: Faithful God,  

C:We confess that we have been unfaithful to you. 

Like dry leaves and withered grass, our lives are blown about by our 

sins and the powers of evil around us. Restore us, O God; let the 

light of your face shine on us, and we shall be saved.  Amen. 
 

L: God is patient, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 

repentance.  In the name of † Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. May 

God free you from all that imprisons you. May God heal your broken 

hearts.  Live in peace and harmony as you wait for the day of God.  

C: Amen 

 

OPENING HYMN  “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”   ELW  #436 

                                       

KYRIE                                                                                     p. 138 

 

CANTCLE OF PRAISE                                                                p. 139 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our 

ears to the words of your prophets that, anointed by your Spirit, we 

may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

ALC CHOIR ANTHEM:   “Bring Us Hope”    

 

FIRST READING:      Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11         Pew Bible p. 603-604 

Reader: Kathy Hiley 
               The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       “Wait For the Lord”        ELW #262 
 

GOSPEL READING          John 1:6-8, 19-28            Pew Bible p. 862 

                  Glory to you, O Lord/Praise to you, O Christ 



 

MESSAGE                                                         Pastor Adam 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”   

                                                                                  ELW #249 (v 1,2,3,5) 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED                                                              p. 127 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
               Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Please be aware of sickness. Greet one another 

 with a wave of your hand or an elbow bump 
 

OFFERING  

We give, because God gives to us! Our ministries share God’s love. 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE         “Create in Me”                     ALC 14 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up 

from the earth. Receive and bless these gifts from your own bounty. 

Let them be a sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness for all 

people, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
Words of Institution  p. 144 
   Lord’s Prayer 

   Distribution  
   Angie E. meditative music  
   Post Communion Prayer  

 

BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING HYMN        “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”  

                                                                                          ELW #254                                                                                               

DISMISSAL  

  Go in peace. Prepare the way!  

We Will! Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                    +++++++++++++++ 
 

 



WELCOME to worship at American Lutheran Church. In the reading, 

John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist 

is presented as a witness to Jesus, one who directs attention away from 

himself to Christ, the true light. 
 

JOIN US NEXT WEEK for The Angels Appear to Mary,  

Luke 1:26-38. 

 

RADIO SPONSORSHIP is in memory of the December 22
nd

 birthday 

of Janice Ewing, sister of Carol Arndt and Leann Johnson. 
 

A RADIO GIFT was given in loving memory of Ronnie Pabst; given by 

his brother, Donnie Pabst. 
 

A RADIO GIFT was given in loving memory of Ernie and Clara 

Tasler’s December 18
th
 Wedding Anniversary, given by Carol Torkelson.  

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
Attendance Last Wednesday: 81; Saturday: 25;  

Sunday: 9am-122, SS/WS Christmas Program-200 

Offering: $9,436 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><  

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
Acolytes: Jordan Hacker, Easton Piotter 
Reader: Kathy Hiley 
Holy Communion: Kay and Dale Evers, Nancy Michalski 

Technology: Tim Hiley, Todd Armstrong, Tom Wickie, Eugene Hanchett 
 

Didn’t bring cash or a checkbook to worship but would still 

like to give an offering? Use this QR CODE to give an 

offering. Remember it costs thirty-nine cents per online 

transaction plus three percent of how much you give. This is 

another great way to give. 
 

VOLUNTEERS are needed to put candles together for our Christmas 

Eve Candlelight services following service today. Please meet in the 

Skylight Court if you’re able to help! 
 

SUNDAY/WEDNESDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS will be singing at 

the Sogge Home during the regular Sunday School hour (10:15am) 

TODAY! Parents, please bring your children to the Sogge Home after 

worship. 

 

4TH-6TH GRADE BOYS & GIRLS CHRISTMAS PARTY for this 

evening has been cancelled. Tera will be working on planning an event 

for this age group in January. 



 

CHRISTMAS PARTY TIME! 1
st
-3

rd
 graders are invited 

to a Christmas Party TOMORROW December 18
th

 after 

school until 5pm. The church mini bus will pick kiddos up 

from school.  
 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CANTATA: Come and 

enjoy the sounds of the season and sing along too! This 

year’s Christmas cantata includes audience participation! 

There are over 35 members of the community that have 

joined together to bring this cantata to life, under the direction of Lynn 

Liepold. Come and enjoy this special evening of music on Wednesday, 

December 20
th

 at 7:00pm. There will be a collection of non-perishable 

food items, personal care items, or monetary donations for the Sharing 

Center. A time of fellowship and refreshments will follow in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: Join the ALC Women at 2pm 

on Thursday, December 21
st
 for their monthly Bible Study. 

The study will be out of the November/December Gather 

Magazines. If you need a copy of the study, some will be 

available for you in the office!  

 

MEN’S GROUP Cribbage and Pizza will be on Thursday, 

December 21
st
 at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please let 

Pastor Adam know if you are planning on going so he knows 

how much pizza to get.  

 

Be on the lookout for DAILY ADVENT DEVOTIONS Monday-Friday 

on our ALC Facebook page shared by ALC staff members starting 

tomorrow and running throughout the season of Advent!  

 

LUTEFISK SUPPER will be on Saturday, January 6
th
, 

2024. Tickets are on sale now! Get them before or after 

church or in the church office. There are sign-ups for food 

donations and helpers posted on the bulletin board across from the office, 

please take a look and see how you can help out. Any help is greatly 

appreciated!  

A FEW NOTES:. The church office will be closing at noon on Friday 

the 22
nd

. It will also be closed all day on Monday, December 25
th
, will be 

closing at noon on Friday, December 29
th
, and closed all day Monday, 

January 1
st
. 

 

 



ALC Christmas Eve Services 

Sunday, Dec 24th, 2023 

9:00 am ONLINE worship only, no in-person worship 

3:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

5:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

10:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship w/ Holy Communion  

**7:00 pm KDOM broadcast of the 3:00 pm service.** 

ALC will also be worshiping at 9:00 AM New Year’s Eve Day!  

All are welcome! 
 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE: We are in need of approximately $67,000 to 

make our budget commitments for 2023. The American Lutheran Church 

books for 2023 will close at 12 noon on Tuesday, January 2nd. Please be 

sure to get all 2023 contributions in by this time. No gift is ever too 

small. Thank you for your support of ALC! 
 

MANY THANKS: Rick Frederickson, Campus Director of 

Ministry at the Sogge Home, extends his gratitude and 

thanks for such a successful response with the Christmas 

tags that were collected off of the tree and the gifts that were 

returned. Christmas will be a little brighter for them because of your 

generosity!  

 

 

 

 



THIS WEEK AT AMERICAN LUTHERAN 
 

Sunday, December 17
th

    

Third Sunday of Advent  

  9:00am Worship  

  10:00am Skylight Court Café/Coffee Hour 

  10:15am Sun/Wed School sing at Sogge home 

  10:30am  Broadcast of Worship Service on KDOM 

  6:30pm Community Cantata Practice 
  

Monday, December 18
th

    

  3:30pm 1
st
-3

rd
 Grade After School Christmas party 

 

Tuesday, December 19
th

         
   8:00am Men’s Bible Study 

   1:15pm Staff Team Huddle 
        

Wednesday, December 20
th

     

Messenger Deadline 

  No Wednesday Supper/Programing/Activities 

  1:30pm Hillside Manor 

  2:30pm Pine View 

  7:00pm Community Christmas Cantata 

Thursday, December 21
st
    

   9:00am Bulletin Deadline 

   9:00am Conference Pastors meeting 

  10:00am Cable TV Ch 22 

  2:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

  5:00pm Technology Meeting 

  6:30pm Men’s Group Cribbage and Pizza 

  6:30pm Cable TV, Ch 22 
 
 

Friday, December 22
nd

  

Church office closing at NOON 
 

 

Saturday, December 23
rd

       

  5:30pm Chapel Service  
 

Sunday, December 24
th

   

Christmas Eve- Fourth Sunday of Advent 

9:00am ONLINE Worship 

10:30am Broadcast of Christmas Cantata on KDOM 

3:00pm Candlelight Worship 

5:00pm Candlelight Worship 

10:00pm Candlelight Worship w/Holy Communion 


