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Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, & Family Ministries: 

teraalc@gmail.com  
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Wednesday, April 2nd  
12:00 PM Ecumenical Worship-Pastor 
Adam Preaching 
6:30 PM Lenten Worship 
 
Saturday, April 5th  
5:30 PM Chapel Service 
 

Sunday, April 6th  
5th Sunday of Lent 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday, April 9th  
12:00 PM Ecumenical Worship-
Catholics preaching 
6:30 PM Lenten Worship 
 
Saturday, April 12th   
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy 
Communion & Noisy Offering 
 
Sunday, April 13th   
Palm Sunday 
Second Sunday Noisy Offering 
9:00 AM Worship w/Nursery-6th grade 
singing 

 
Wednesday, April 16th 
NO WORSHIP/HOLY WEEK 

Worship Schedule 
Thursday, April 17th 
Maundy Thursday 
6:30pm Maundy Thursday Worship 
 
Friday, April 18th  
Good Friday 
6:30pm Good Friday Worship 
 
Saturday, April 19th  
5:30 PM Easter Chapel Service w/Holy 
Communion 
 
Sunday, April 20th   
Easter Sunday 
7:00 AM Sunrise Service led by Youth 
9:00 AM Festival Easter Service w/Holy 
Communion 
 
Wednesday, April 23rd 
6:30 PM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Saturday, April 26th   
5:30 PM Chapel Service 
 
Sunday, April 27th  
2nd Sunday of Easter  
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday, April 30th  
6:30 PM Worship 
 

Join us for Worship in Church, on Facebook, on our Website, via our YouTube 
Channel, on KDOM Radio 103.1 FM, or Local Cable Channel 22! 

Our Vision: 
People experiencing a 
life-giving relationship 

with God. 
 

Mission: 
Living God’s grace, we 
cultivate community to 

love and serve. 
 

Values: 
Relationships 

God. Each other. Creation. 

Belonging 
Affirmed. Included. Valued. 

Faith 
Active. Inquiring. Hopeful. 
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Pastor’s Message  
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All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they 

broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all 

the people. 

-Acts 4:44-47a 

 

 When government funding to USAID got cut that caused the ELCA refugee charity to lose a substantial 

amount of their funding. To be honest, this got me upset for quite a while when I heard this. Well, I’m still upset, 

but it did get me thinking. 

 Back when Obama was making a case for the Affordable Care Act he ended up making a gaffe when com-

paring it to the post office saying that Fed Ex is doing fine while the post office is always having problems, uninten-

tionally saying that private businesses do better than government controlled ones; just about everyone agreed 

with that gaffe.  

 In 1918 there was an influx of refugees from Europe following WWI leaving war-torn countries searching 

for stability. It was we Lutherans who simply stepped in, on our own, with our own funding, to help set up these 

families and get them on their feet. Ever since then we’ve been at that work. To this day our charity scores a 100% 

rating on the charity scale with 91% of donations going to supporting immigrants and refugees.  

 In fact, we Lutherans are so good at ministering to those in need that the government actually asked our 

help in 2018 to deal with the crisis at the Mexican border, which is where we started receiving government fund-

ing to help even more people.  

 Now, all of us will not agree on whether USAID should be funded by the government or not, but I would 

hope that we could all agree that the Holy Spirit has empowered our denomination to do God’s will in the world 

and that God has acted through us since our refugee organization’s inception to care for Jesus throughout the 

decades. Whether we have government funds or not will not stop Lutherans from caring for the stranger (Heb 

13:2) and for the least of these (Matt 25:40). 

 With the defunding of USAID it got me thinking about what a great opportunity we Lutherans/Christians 

have now to show our true colors and to go back to the early Church’s roots by living like the first Christians did as 

stated above, that is, to pool and share what we have with those who have less so that all are taken care of. 

 How easy it would be for us to throw in the towel after losing the blessing of all that government money 

that has helped thousands worldwide. But, as we started out with very little, and as the early Church started with 

very little, and how they both blessed so many with so little, Global Refuge is pivoting to keep finding ways to serve 

the stranger and the least of these.  

 What’s cool about this is that we get to show the world that we’re not powered by the backing of the US 

government, but instead, like the early Church, it is common, regular, working folk who gladly welcome the 

stranger and least of these in the world. I would hope that as the government keeps shrinking that our taxes 

would plummet so we could all give more to these awesome Lutheran charities, but, even if that doesn’t happen, 

we Lutherans managed to sacrifice enough during the hard economic years of 1918 and 1919 to help 500 plus 

people.  

 All this to say that we are the body of Christ, able to do powerful things through Jesus, even without the 

support of the government. That we Christians are a powerhouse for good in the world whether the times are fa-

vorable or not. May we therefore continue to live as those of the early church did, by sharing and sacrificing our 

resources to make sure that the stranger and the least of these has enough, knowing what God can do with only 

five loaves and two fish.  

                                                                                   Pastor Adam 
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LENT/EASTER 

 

Wednesday Lenten Suppers 

April 2nd— Soups—Spiritual Life & Fellowship Bd. 

April 9th—Pulled pork, salads, bars-Bethany Lutheran 

Wednesday Suppers 

April 16th-NO SUPPER/HOLY WEEK 

April 23rd—Creamy chicken, mashed potatoes, carrots 

April 30th—Smorgasbord 

$40 FOR 40 DAYS LENTEN CHALLENGE- One dollar a day for 40 days doesn’t sound like 

much does it?  But that $40 can put food on the table in for those in need. We challenge 

you to donate and support the Lenten challenge.  All money donated will go toward the 

$1000 we bring to the Banquet in Sioux Falls in July and any remaining money will go to 

the Windom School BackPack Program. Please make checks to American Lutheran 

Church with Lenten Challenge in the memo line. Thank you! Please note, 40 Days $40 Lenten enve-

lopes will be placed on the tables in the narthex.  

NOON ECUMENICAL WORSHIP SCHEDULE- 

ALL SERVICES TAKE PLACE AT THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 April 2 – Pastor Sarah – Presbyterians serve lunch 

  April 9 – Catholic church preaching and serving lunch 
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Worship and Music 

 

Tune in to ALC’s Worship Broadcasts: 

Sundays at 10:30 AM on KDOM 103.1 FM  

Thursdays at 10:00 AM & 6:30 PM on Windom Cable 
TV, Channel 22 

Did you know that you can see services on the ALC WEB-

SITE?  Don’t miss out. Go to http://

www.alcofwindom.com/ and click on the Media tab to 

watch a service that you might have missed. 

http://www.alcofwindom.com/
http://www.alcofwindom.com/
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 Christian Ed/Youth & Family 
From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (822-3377) 
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 Christian Ed/Youth & Family 
From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (822-3377) 

April Acolyte Schedule 

Wednesday, April 2nd—Carter Knutson, Wyatt Knutson 

Sunday, April 6th—Graham Miller, Kieran Anderson 

Wednesday, April 9th—Wyatt Soderholm, Mason Ches-

ter 

Sunday, April 13th—Tristan Ralston, Bella Borer 

Wednesday, April 16th—NO WORSHIP 

Thursday, April 17th/Maundy Thursday—Ava Scheitel, 

Olivia Joyce 

Sunday, April 20th—TBD 

Wednesday, April 23rd —Cameron Grant, Jonah Lohse 

Sunday, April 27th—Penelope Roberts, Corbin Ander-

son 

Wednesday, April 30th—Macie Carlson, Suchin Kruse 

Sunday May 4th—Morgan Roskamp, Ruby Baloun 

Wednesday, May 7th—Elie Kleven, Makayla Whiting 
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 Scrapbook Retreat 



 

Good to Know 
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Altar Guild will be meeting on Tuesday, April 

8th at 2pm. 

DO YOU HAVE A 
THRIVENT POLICY? 

If you have an insurance policy through Thrivent please give 
them a call to let them know that you’d like your choice dollars 
to go to your congregation. Thrivent is very generous and eve-
ry bit helps.  

DITCH CLEAN-UP 

Join Discipleship, Marketing, 

and Stewardship to help 

clean up our community. 

DSM has adopted a mile of 

Highway 71 right past Smith Auto and we’ll get that 

stretch of land into shape on Sunday, May 4th at 10:15 

(right after worship). Everything will be provided, alt-

hough if you bring work gloves that would be helpful. All 

we really need though are some extra hands of anyone 

fourteen years old and older. Please let Pastor Adam or 

the office know if you’ll be there as space is limited.  

Quilting for Graduating Seniors-We are in the finishing 

stages of our quilts and we are in need of people who 

can tie a knot or cut some thread! This would be a 

great opportunity for family members of Graduating 

Seniors to have a part in making their quilts!  We will 

be meeting on Tuesday, April 1st from 6pm-8pm, Sun-

day, April 6th from 1pm-4pm and Sunday , April 27th 

from 1pm-4pm. Come when you can, stay as long as 

you would like! 
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GLOW and More!  

  We meet every Tuesday at 8:00 AM in the Skylight Court at ALC. 

Bring your own coffee if you like, and your own Bible.   This is a very 

friendly group, and a great way to dig into God's word and hang out with 

a great group of guys.  Men, if you’re free, try it out!!    

Three families in 
our community have 
noticed that there 
are people in our 
area who could real-
ly use Jesus whom 
other congregations 
just aren’t reaching. 
They have decided 
to start a congregation called Mission Reg to try and 
evangelize and found that they had need of a building. 
After some good discussion the Properties Board and the 
Church Council worked up a contract for them to use our 
chapel from one to four on Sundays. So, if you hear wor-
shipping going on here in the afternoon, know that you 
didn’t miss church that morning, but that another group 
is trying to reach people for Jesus. If you see them 
around make sure to welcome them and say hi. 

Join an online discernment 
group 

Do you ever get a sense that 
God is tapping you on the 
shoulder? Do you wonder what 
God is calling you to do with 
your life? Are you considering 
learning more about church 
leadership and whether it 
might be for you? Have you 
wondered what seminary study 
is like today? You are not 
alone! The ELCA, in partner-
ship with our seminaries, is 
once again offering online dis-
cernment groups where you 
can join with others who share 
your curiosity. Sign up by visit-
ing elcaseminaries.org and filling out the contact form, or by 
emailing recruitment@elca.org. 

https://give.elca.org/s/3416548/rGSeoja6
mailto:recruitment@elca.org?subject=Seeds+March+2025+Newsletter


 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FROM  
March  2025 MEETING 

  
The March 11, 2025, ALC of Windom Church Council meeting was called to order by President John Shamp at 8:05 PM.  
 
In attendance:  Pastor Sarah, Pastor Adam, John Shamp, Kim Armstrong, Wendy Ahnupkana, Kevin Heggeseth, Kathy Hiley, 
Karen Skarpohl, Brandon Roskamp, Wendy Newman, Natalie Burmeister, Al Staples, Deb Polzin, Kristy Mickelson, Keith 
Pohlman 
 
Devotions and opening prayer were provided by Pastor Adam. 
 
Two correspondence notes were shared.    
 
The secretary’s report for February was reviewed and approved.  MM/S/C (Kevin/Kim) 
 
The treasurer’s report for February was reviewed and approved.  MM/S/C (Kathy/Karen) 
 
The Pastors’ reports were reviewed. 
 
Old Business 

1.Drafts of Church Usage Agreements (Member and Non-Member) and Church Contract Draft revisions/additions/
deletions: 

 
Member Contract  
-highlight the underlined portion in top paragraph (thus agreements must be printed in color) 
-if able, a donation would be appreciated  
-Chapel and Sanctuary, with approval of pastor(s) 
-last sentence on front “For technological equipment set up and usage, fees will be required:  (include requests here)” 
 
Non-Member Contract 
-Fellowship Hall, projector & screen usage $25 
-Sound, Sanctuary only $75 
-Sanctuary, projector & screen usage $75 
 
Church Contract 
-$50 damage deposit 
-remove “and the bathrooms in the office hallway” from first General Guidelines 
-remove “locking doors” 
-addition “In the event of cancellation of ALC services and activities, The Guest services/event will also be cancelled 
for that day” 
 
A motion was made and approved to amend the Church Contract draft with the changes presented above.  MM/S/C 
(Kevin/Kathy) 

 
New Business  

1. 
Other - Pastor Sarah spoke of her call to be Lead Pastor at Granite Falls Lutheran Church.  Her last Sunday at ALC will 
be Easter Sunday, April 20th. The Council is in the process of setting up a meeting with Heather Culuris from the 
Southwest MN Synod to work on the transition.  A farewell celebration for Pastor Sarah will be held on Palm Sunday, 
April 13th. 
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BITS AND PIECES  

 

PRAYER SHAWLS: If you know of someone in our church family who could use a Prayer Shawl, call the church office. 

KEEP SAVING those empty printer ink cartridges. They are turned in for cash for our Education Department. The container is located in the hallway 
by the offices. 

KEEP SAVING your canceled stamps. Correctly cut stamps by leaving 1/4” to 1/3” border around the stamp. You can turn your stamps in at the church 
office.  

CONTINUE to remember the Windom Area Sharing Center in the coming months.  Monetary gifts may be sent to 1156 4th Ave, Windom. 
Contributions may be left here at the church or at the Center on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10 am to 1 pm. Call 822-7210, 

PRAYER CHAIN: To activate ALC’s Prayer Chain, please call the church office at 831-1794 or an email may be sent to winalc@windomnet.com.   

WANT TO RECEIVE THE MESSENGER ELECTRONICALLY?  Save the church paper, ink and postage!  Contact the church office to share 

your email address. 



 

  ALC FINANCIAL UPDATE 

As of March 24, 2025: 

   Income: $132,383 

   Expense: $138,532 

   Carryover 2024: $17,920 

These figures do not include March end-of-month commitments and benevolences. 

CHURCH RECORDS: 

Deaths :  Delores Malmgren 

    Beryl Morton 

                Connie Redding 

                Irene Menken 

Baptisms: Natalie Clarece Wenisch, daughter of Astaria Blanshan & Tristen Wenisch 

                  Janet Itzel Nerhus, daughter of Ashley Nerhus 

       Grahm Walker Zieske, son of Tyler & Sydney Zieske 

MEMORIALS: 

Video/Media Fund – In memory of Doug Woizeschke. 

General Fund – In memory of Syd Rupp, Beryl Morton & Noel Rahn. 

Van/Bus Fund – In memory of Syd Rupp. 

OFFERING OPTIONS: 

The ministry of our congregation continues in many ways! The options remain open for ways of contributing 
your offering. You may use on-line giving on our website alcofwindom.com, mail in your offering to PO Box 188, 
Windom, drop it off at the church or simply place it in the offering plate. If you have any questions regarding 
these options, please contact Wendy Pigman in the church office. 
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Board Reports:   
1. Worship & Music - acolyte robes ordered and will split the cost with Altar Guild, all the upcoming 
Sunday activities, organizing the farewell for Pastor Sarah 10-11:30AM on 4/13/25 
2. Spiritual Life & Fellowship - tables of 8, serving Lent supper, upcoming baptisms 
3. Discipleship/Marketing & Stewardship - 5/4/25 set for Adopt-a-Highway, discussed summer 
worship ideas 
4. Budget & Finance - March budget looks good 
5. Properties - building insurance increasing another $7000 annually 
6. Christian Education - March 19/23 Grandparents Day, classes are set for 1st communion, egg 
hunt on Palm Sunday, last day of Sunday School May 7th 
7. Youth & Family - weather issues for Fat Tuesday meal, Gustavus Leadership Day was 
phenomenal with 15 kids, Lent suppers, Senior High Bible Study, upcoming scrapbooking retreat, 
need people to tie quilts for the seniors, 14 youth currently signed up for the Duluth Mission trip 
8. Church in Society - May baskets will be made, 40 day challenge for the Banquet and School 
Backpack program, date set for The Banquet serving (7/7/25) and the Block Party (8/17/25) 
9. GLOW - bible study, serving coffee hour donuts 

http://alcofwindom.com/?fbclid=IwAR0daDQdD9TSrUJ33D8nOQ1q7X027EfsVW_GoWaf3e7hNnLtIOJsBBwdzsg
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