
 

906 Prospect 
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PO Box 188 

Windom, MN 56101 

Phone: 507-831-

 

Our Staff:     

Adam Roberts, Pastor: pastoradamcroberts@gmail.com 

Steven Rye, Interim Pastor: stevenjrye@gmail.com      

Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, & Family Ministries: 

teraalc@gmail.com  

Jane Cartwright, Worship & Music Coordinator:  cartj58@gmail.com 

Wendy Pigman, Financial Secretary: wendyalc@windomnet.com   

Melanie Shamp, Administrative Assistant: winalc@windomnet.com 

Jake Voth, Custodian 

Email: winalc@windomnet.com     *  Website: www.alcofwindom.com  

 
Saturday, September 6th  
6:00 PM Chapel Service-in the 
Sanctuary 
 
Sunday, September 7th   
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM Rally Day Worship at the lake 
w/Holy Communion, Blessing of 
Backpacks, Installation of WS/SS 
Teachers and Helpers 
 
Saturday, September 13th   
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy 
Communion, & Noisy Offering 
 
Sunday, September 14th   
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Noisy Offering 
9:00 AM Worship w/Noisy Offering 
 
 

Worship Schedule 
Saturday, September 20th  
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy 
Communion 
 
Sunday, September 21st  
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Saturday, September 27th  
5:30 PM Chapel Service 
 
Sunday, September 28th   
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM Worship  
 
 

Join us for Worship in Church, on Facebook, on our Website, via our YouTube 
Channel, on KDOM Radio 103.1 FM, or Local Cable Channel 22! 

Our Vision: 
People experiencing a 
life-giving relationship 

with God. 
 

Mission: 
Living God’s grace, we 
cultivate community to 

love and serve. 
 

Values: 
Relationships 

God. Each other. Creation. 

Belonging 
Affirmed. Included. Valued. 

Faith 
Active. Inquiring. Hopeful. 
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Pastor’s Message  
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“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food or thirsty and 

gave you something to drink?” -Matt 25:37 

 

 I was talking with my mom a while ago and she told me how she’s always struggled with low self-esteem, 

which was an all-out shock to me. I asked her how she, of all people, could have low self-esteem. She mentioned 

how her sister had a master’s degree and worked for Mayo Clinic. How that sister and her brother had these really 

amazing and well-paying jobs and how she didn’t really accomplish anything just working for the newspaper’s ad 

department. 

 I’ve been a pastor long enough that there isn’t much that completely shuts me down in confusion anymore, 

but that did. 

 I’ve been munching on this for weeks now and this is what I see when I see my mom. She’s always hated 

working for the paper, that’s nothing new. She’d vent every night about how awful it was to work there. But every 

day she got up and worked that job, as awful as they treated her, because it paid well and she used that money to 

love and care for her family.  

 Go to my folks’ house, they don’t have a lot of nice stuff. She labored to make sure her kids were financially 

safe and had what they needed.  

 Her mom lived with Alzheimer’s for years and it was bad. Grandma’s last years were not grandma. Yet my 

mom was there every weekend caring for her mom. She’d answer phone calls from her during the week when 

Grandma didn’t make any sense. She did all her finances, taxes, made sure she had good clothes; every little thing 

when Grandma no longer knew my mom and wouldn’t have known if she’d stop showing up. That made a huge 

mark on my life watching that.  

 My brother and I weren’t easy to raise. I remember her story of one time when we were particularly awful 

and how she was so lost that she went to our pastor and she talked of crying her eyes out and how powerful Pas-

tor’s prayer was; which made a huge mark on my faith life. 

 My mom rode 45 minutes into the cities in rush hour and back every day. When she got home she’d make 

us supper, she’d do the dishes, the laundry, and got us to where we needed to go and she never complained (for 

the record I was a terrible kid and should have helped out a lot more).  

 She did all of that because she loved her family at a godly level, and we knew it. My brother and I could tell 

her absolutely anything, which, to be honest, I don’t know if she actually liked that. One time she said, “I can’t be-

lieve you kids tell me all that you do. I couldn’t tell my mom a fraction of what you tell me.”  

 She loved us so much and suffered for her family, to keep us on the straight and narrow, to make sure we 

would be able to survive on our own once we left the house, and one of the biggest reasons my brother and I are 

doing so well is because our mom got us to where we are.  

 In my munching these last couple weeks over my mom’s statement of low self-esteem, Jesus’ words above 

came to mind. “When did we ever serve you Lord? We haven’t done anything good with our lives. We haven’t done 

anything important. We haven’t done anything to be praised or worthy of the spotlight. All we did was work a job and 

had some kids, what’s the big deal? Why are you saying all these nice things about us?” 

 So, for my mom, and all y’all like her, whose eyes don’t see what I see, whose eyes don’t see what Jesus 

sees, know that we both see how much you sacrificed to bless others, and how your sacrifice has changed lives, 

and the world, for the better, despite your not seeing it. Your life has been spent humbly serving Jesus in his low-

liness and the seeds you have scattered have borne much fruit.  

        Pastor Adam 
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Worship and Music 

 

Tune in to ALC’s Worship Broadcasts: 

Sundays at 10:30 AM on KDOM 103.1 FM  

Thursdays at 10:00 AM & 6:30 PM on Windom Cable TV, Channel 22 
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 Christian Ed/Youth & Family 
From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (822-3377) 
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 Christian Ed/Youth & Family 
From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (822-3377) 
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 Christian Ed/Youth & Family 
From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (822-3377) 

WITH BACK TO SCHOOL APPROACHING,  

WE ASK YOU TO SAVE THESE IMPORTANT DATES! 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD 7PM—CONFIRMATON STUDENT 

AND PARENT MEETING. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH: 9AM WORSHIP AT THE LAKE WITH 

RALLY DAY, HOLY COMMUNION, BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS, 

INSTALLATION OF WS/SS TEACHERS & HELPERS!  ALSO A YUM-

MY LIONS PANCAKE BREAKFAST TO FOLLOW!  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH:  STARTING AT 5PM...1ST 

WEDNESDAY OF WEDNESDAY SUPPER, WEDNESDAY SCHOOL 

CLASSES, AND CONFIRMATION CLASSES. THERE WILL BE A PAR-

ENT MEETING WITH TERA IN THE SANCTUARY FOR ALL WEDNES-

DAY SCHOOL PARENTS DURING WEDNESDAY SCHOOL. 3 YEAR 

OLDS AND 3RD GRADERS WILL RECEIVE THEIR BIBLES AT WOR-

SHIP AND CONFIRMATON SMALL GROUP GUIDES WILL BE IN-

STALLED AT WORSHIP.  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH: 3 YEAR OLDS AND 3RD GRADERS 

WILL RECEIVE THEIR BIBLES DURING WORSHIP. FIRST DAY OF 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES. THERE WILL BE A PARENT MEETING 

WITH TERA IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL FOR ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL 

PARENTS DURING SUNDAY SCHOOL.  
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 Good to Know 
 

Congratulations to ALC 1  

on being the champions of the  

2025 Church Softball Tourney! 

Wednesday Night Suppers 

We’re back!  Thank you to everyone who donates (food 

or monetary) to keep this program going. Because of 

donations, this program is self sustaining.  

SEPTEMBER 10TH – WALKING TACOS! 

SEPTEMBER 17TH– GOULASH 

SEPTEMBER 24TH—SCALLOPED POTATOES AND HAM 

 

HEY CHURCH! CAN YOU HELP? 

We are always in need of donations of hamburger, 

chicken breasts, milk, bread, & cookies. We are 

good for now on soup, ham, and noodles.  

DMS Board needs some extra helping hands for 

cleaning up our Adopt-A-Highway section! They will be 

doing this on Sunday, September 28th right after wor-

ship service. Many hands make light work! The more 

people we have the less time it will take! Please meet 

in the parking lot! Gloves and other supplies are pro-

vided.   
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GOOD TO KNOW 
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GOOD TO KNOW 
 

 

As you may have 

seen "floating 

around the Facebook 

world" there is an 

American Lutheran of 

Windom page. Please note that this is different 

than the page you are used to using BUT IT IS 

REAL! When the original page was created, it was 

created under Pastor Sarah and the page that she 

used to create it got hacked She could no long-

er get into that account that was attached to the 

original Facebook page to add anyone or delete 

the page, ect. With that being said, we had to cre-

ate a new page. We will be “shutting down” the 

old page on September 5th . Please see the flyer 

below. Please call the church office if you have any 

questions!  

SHALOM HILL FARM 30-YEAR CELEBRATION! 

All are welcome to Shalom Hill Farm’s 30-year Cele-

bration on Saturday, September 13th from 10am-

4pm.  

This free celebration includes tours, walking trails, 

Kids Zone, scavenger hunt, labyrinth, exhibits and 

more. Also, there will be a free-will donation lunch at 

noon. The Celebration will also feature the original 

liturgy “Peace of the Prairie from 1:30-2:15. This will 

be a great family event for all ages!  

"Thank you for 
attending the 
Block Party. It was 
a great success. It 
was nice seeing 
all of you there. 
We appreciated 

the help we received setting 
up and putting away. We look 
forward to next year!“ 

                                    
CIS Board 



 

Holiday Fair! 
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WHAT: The 19th ALC Holiday Fair is coming!!! 

WHEN: Saturday, November 8th, 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

WHERE: American Lutheran Church 

WHO: Thanks to the following committee chairs: 

BAKERY – Jackie Turner & Kay Evers 

CRAFTS – Jane Cartwright, Kathy Hiley, Beth Scrivens 

LEFSE — Karen Skarphol 

LUNCH – Spiritual Life & Fellowship Bd & Church in Society Bd 

PUBLICITY – Penny Raia 

NEW & NEARLY NEW – ALC Youth and Family Bd and Youth workers 

WHO ELSE?  EVERYONE!!!  We need you to donate, work and shop! The time is now to plan what you might like to donate – jams, jel-

lies, pickles, candies, baked goods, crafts, rummage sale items (no large appliances, encyclopedias, reference books, or clothing, 

please) – AND where you might like to work. Volunteers will be needed to help set up and work in each area.  

WHY: To raise funds for worthy causes and enjoy fellowship with each other and our neighbors. 

           The Church Council approved the following distribution of funds: 

 25% - Shetek Lutheran Ministries Capital Campaign 

15% - Lutheran Youth Organization 

10% - Van Maintenance Fund 

  10% - Shetek Ondini Partnership  

    10% - Lutheran Disaster Response 

    10% - Windom Sharing Center 

    10% - ALC Building Maintenance Fund 

    10% - Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 

                  The New and Nearly New (Rummage Room) is a fundraiser for the youth. 

SPREAD THE WORD!!!  

HOLIDAY FAIR IS NOVEMBER 11 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Doors WILL NOT open prior to 9:30am 

Sign-up sheets for donations  

and work times will be posted in October. 

HOLIDAY FAIR 2025 
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GLOW and More!  

BELL CHOIR  Practices on 

Monday evenings at 6:30pm.  

The second Monday  of the 

month, practice is at 7:00 pm. 

Altar Guild will be meeting 

on the second Tuesday of 

each month at 2:00pm.  Next 

meeting is September 9th at 

2pm! All are welcome. 

  We meet every Tuesday at 8:00 AM in the Skylight Court at 

ALC. Bring your own coffee if you like, and your own 

Bible.   This is a very friendly 

group, and a great way to dig into 

God's word and hang out with a 

great group of guys.  Men, if 

you’re free, try it out!!    

HOLLYWOOD HARMONIES 

JOIN THE CHORDHUSTLERS WITH SPE-

CIAL GUESTS “SPICE” (A WOMEN’S 

QUARTET) ON SATURDAY, SPETEMBER 

13TH AT 3PM IN THE AMERICAN LU-

THERAN CHURCH SANCTUARY FOR A 

SPECIAL CONCERT. TICKETS ARE $12 IN 

ADVANCE OR $15 AT THE DOOR. Kids 12 

and under are FREE 

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FROM KARL 

FREDERICKSON OR ANY CHORDHUS-

TLER MEMBER.  

There will be a social gathering after the 

concert in the Fellowship Hall! 

Did you know that 

you can see services 

on the ALC WEB-

SITE?  Don’t miss 

out. Go to http://

www.alcofwindom.co

m/ and click on the 

Media tab to watch a 

service that you might 

have missed. 

http://www.alcofwindom.com/
http://www.alcofwindom.com/
http://www.alcofwindom.com/


 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FROM  
AUGUST  2025 MEETING 

  
In attendance:  Pastor Adam, Interim Pastor Steven Rye, John Shamp, Wendy Ahnupkana, Kim Armstrong, Kevin 
Heggeseth, Nick Trotter, Keith Pohlman, Wendy Newman, Karen Skarpohl, Kelsey Edwards, Kay Evers, Brandon 
Roskamp, Paula Larson 
 
Devotions and opening prayer were provided by Pastor Adam. 
 
One correspondence note was shared.    
 
The secretary’s report for July was reviewed and a change needs to be made.  A motion was made, seconded, 
and passed that the wording for the July 8, 2025 secretary’s report be changed at Old Business #3 to state that 
25% go to Shetek Lutheran Ministries instead of Shetek Lutheran Bible Camp.  MM/S/C (Nick/Kay) 
 
The treasurer’s report for July was reviewed and approved.  MM/S/C (Kevin/Nick) 
 
The Pastor’s reports were reviewed. 
 
Old Business 

   1. MSP - continued revisions are being made before finalization occurs 

    1. Holiday Fair - more discussion on where funds are going and if mini-bus fund is still needed 

          *A motion was made, seconded, and passed that 15% will go to the Lutheran Youth Organization and 10% 
to the van maintenance fund.  MM/S/C (Karen/Kelcey) 

New Business  

     1. Approval of janitor hours - A motion was made, seconded, and passed to change the janitorial hours to state 
“up to 20 hours per week”.  MM/S/C (Kim/Kevin) 
 
      2. Call Committee formation via an application process and/or phone interview 
 
      3. Other - N/A 
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Board Reports:   
 

1. Worship & Music - upcoming events discussed, Lutheran Youth Organization short of funds discussion 
2. Spiritual Life & Fellowship - no one present 
3. Discipleship/Marketing & Stewardship - hosting a coffee hour, shipping cookies to college kids, Temple 
Talk in September, Emily Benson to speak on Dementia and Care Giving, September ditch cleaning date set 
for 9/28/25 
4. Budget & Finance - paid bills on hold, July was a profitable month, renovations (bell tower, roofing, phone 
system) will be a bigger expense for August 
5. Properties - no meeting this month, phone system will be upgrades, roof patching 8/18/25 
6. Christian Education - recapped on VBS, Wed/Sun School teacher meeting 8/25/25 at 7pm, recapped on 
7th grade movie night, Rally Day 9/7/25 with Lions Club breakfast and backpack blessing 
7. Youth & Family - BWCA recap, Senior sendoff bible study, final summer breakfast club on 8/13/25, Youth 
grill out is coming, Scrapbooking Retreat set, youth-led ministry has been a positive experience, Boo BINGO 
10/26/25, Senior Quilting 1st meeting in September 
8. Church in Society - Block Party planning, Living Nativity meal planning, potential talk of helping with 
Riverfest 
9. GLOW - Bible study 8/14/25 at 2pm, supplies or money still needed for school kits/backpacks, 9/30/25 
Lefse making will begin for the Holiday Bizarre 



 

  ALC FINANCIAL UPDATE 

As of August 25, 2025: 

   Income: $353,245 

   Expense: $376,069 

   Borrowed to date: $18,000 

These figures do not include August end-of-month commitments and benevolences. 

CHURCH RECORDS: 

Deaths:  Kathryn Voelker 

               Shirley Schoenenberger                       

Baptisms: Carson Mark Seidl, son of Colin & Emily Negen-Seidl. 

MEMORIALS: 

Parking Lot Fund – In memory of Gary Olson. 

Chrisitan Education Fund – In memory Marilyn Sell. 

Video/Media Fund – In memory of Marilyn Sell and Ernie & Gen Carlson. 

OFFERING OPTIONS: 

The ministry of our congregation continues in many ways! The options remain open for ways of contributing 
your offering. You may use on-line giving on our website alcofwindom.com, mail in your offering to PO Box 188, 
Windom, drop it off at the church or simply place it in the offering plate. If you have any questions regarding 
these options, please contact Wendy Pigman in the church office  
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BITS AND PIECES  

 

PRAYER SHAWLS: If you know of someone in our church family who could use a Prayer Shawl, call the 
church office. 

KEEP SAVING those empty printer ink cartridges. They are turned in for cash for our Education Department. 
The container is located in the hallway by the offices. 

KEEP SAVING your canceled stamps. Correctly cut stamps by leaving 1/4” to 1/3” border around the stamp. You can turn your stamps in at the church 
office.  

 

CONTINUE to remember the Windom Area Sharing Center in the coming months.  Monetary gifts may be sent to 1156 4th Ave, Windom. 
Contributions may be left here at the church or at the Center on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10 am to 1 pm. Call 822-7210, 

PRAYER CHAIN: To activate ALC’s Prayer Chain, please call the church office at 831-1794 or an email may be sent to winalc@windomnet.com.   

WANT TO RECEIVE THE MESSENGER ELECTRONICALLY?  Save the church paper, ink and postage!  Contact the church office to share 

your email address. 

DO YOU HAVE A THRIVENT POLICY? 

If you have an insurance policy through Thrivent please give them a call to let them know that you’d 
like your choice dollars to go to your congregation. Thrivent is very generous and every bit helps.  

http://alcofwindom.com/?fbclid=IwAR0daDQdD9TSrUJ33D8nOQ1q7X027EfsVW_GoWaf3e7hNnLtIOJsBBwdzsg
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