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. Pastor’'s Message

The Gift of Remembering
By Pastor Steven Rye

Each November, the church invites us to do something that the world rarely slows down enough to do:
remember.

All Saints Sunday and Reformation Sunday sit side by side in this season — one reaching back to the
courage of reformers who trusted the Spirit to renew the church, the other calling us to remember the
faithful saints who have shaped our lives. Together, they remind us that memory itself is a gift — a holy
act that keeps us grounded in who we are and whose we are.

When | was a child, | remember sitting in church during the All Saints service, watching as names were
read aloud and candles were lit in memory of those who had died. | didn’t know most of those names.
But | remember feeling the weight and beauty of that moment — the flickering light, the sadness, the
sense that somehow these people were still part of us. Even as a child, | sensed that remembering was
more than just looking back. It was a way of saying: Their story continues in us.

That sense of connection has deepened for me over the years, especially as I've had the privilege of serv-
ing here in southwestern Minnesota — not far from where my own ancestors first settled. My great-great
grandparents came from the Rjukan area of Norway and arrived in Rock County in 1874. They built a sod
home on the prairie, and before they even had a permanent house of their own, they joined with their
neighbors to build a wooden church. The church was completed before their permanent, wooden home
was.

That story—about their “church first” priorities—has always inspired me. It tells me that from the very be-
ginning, faith for them was not just about survival, it was about community, worship, and gratitude. Their
first priority was to build a place where God would be remembered and praised. Every time | drive across
these rolling fields or see the spire of a country church rise against the horizon, | think about that legacy.

As we enter this season of remembering, I'm reminded that God’s Spirit is still reforming and renewing
us. The Reformation wasn’t a one-time event in the 1500s, it's a continuing movement of grace that calls
the church to be faithful in every generation. To remember is to be re-formed: shaped again by the sto-
ries of faith, courage, and love that have brought us this far.

So this November, | invite you to remember with gratitude the saints who have blessed your life, the faith
that has shaped our congregation, and the God who continues to make all things new. Light a candle, tell
a story, visit a gravesite, or give thanks for the church that still gathers, even in changing times, to pro-
claim that Christ is Lord of both the living and the dead.

May the gift of remembering fill us with gratitude for the past and hope for the future. For the same Spirit
who inspired our ancestors is at work among us still.
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November is the last month in the church year!
We lead off with All Saints’ Sunday. On this day,
a bell tolls to remember each individual, from
our congregation, whose faith journey has

Oct.29 - Nov. 2

All Saints Day
Holy Communion: Sunday
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18

Psalm 149 ended during the previous year. The last
Ephesians 1:11-23 Sunday of the church year, Nov. 23, celebrates
Luke 6:20-31 Christ the King. He is Lord of all creation. He is
our king.

Nov. 5- Nov. 9

Holy Communion:

Wednesday / Saturday Wed. Nov. 26
Jeremiah 23:1-6 Thanksgiving Eve - Worship 6:30 pm
Psalm 46 Musical groups sharing
Colossians 1:11-20 Food / Monetary collection for
Luke 23:33=43 Sharing Center
Nov. 12- Nov. 16 Bring a pie if you are abvffifsog;euowshfp time following

Holy Communion: Saturday

M api,; Trin4E:318_ 28 Be a blessing to someone. 7.‘
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 Share with someone how they e/m”@é
Luke 21:5-19 have blessed you. e \\

Nov. 19 - Nov. 23
Christ the King Sunday

Holy Communion: Sunday

Noisy Offering:
Jeremiah 23:1-6 Christmas Cheer Box
Psalm 46 Bring loose change to help support the efforts of

Colossians 1:11-20 Women of Today
Luke 23:33-43

Sign-up for Usher Team:
Nov.26 - Nov. 30 Readers and Holy Communion Ushers: Gary Nelson, Don Brugman,
Thanksgiving Eve Worship helpers Ryan Elston, Kevin Heggeseth, Steve
Wed. Nov. 26, 6:30pm on the bulletin board Johnson, Scott Ralston, Dick Torkelson

Nov. 29/30: Advent1
Holy Communion: Sunday
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

Find our worship services on KDOM 1031 FM
Sunday at 10:30 am
Check out Social media sources:
American Lutheran Church of Windom:
https://www.alcofwindom.com
American Lutheran of Windom: FB page
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Christian Ed/Youth & Family

From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (822-3377)

THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD IS

SEEKING:

BAGS OF
INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED
. K CANDY
STRENGTHENED BY FOR OUR STUDENTS' )
CHRISTMAS GOODIE BAGS! /

GOODIE BAGS WILL BE PASSED OUT
FOLLOWING OUR CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
ON DECEMBER 14TH!

ke g T \ PLEASE HAVE YOUR DONATIONS TO
; THE CHURCH NO LATER THAN
Please keep in your prayers TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9TH!
the junior high youth and their leaders THANK YOU!
who will be attending the SWMN Synod

Junior High Youth Gathering

later this month!

Thank You Church! T

b i P g P g

Mark Your Calendars!

Our Wednesday & Sunday School Students will be singing
during our Thanksgiving Eue Worship Service!
Wednesday, November 26"
6:30pm
(Parents, please haue your children to the Chapel by 6:15pm)
Coffee & Pie Fellowship to Follow! Mmmmmm!

Don't forget to bring & donation for the Sharing Center!
**NOTE: There will be NO

M Wednesday School/Sunday School ﬂl

on Thanksgiving Weekend**

p / (November 26"/30) \

Living Nativity!

Children’s Christmas Program!
Youth Christmas Party!

Happy Birthday Jesus
Party & Supper!

No Classes!
Christmas Break!




Join us for
Thanksgiving Eve Worship
November 26, 6:30 pm

Musical selections
by kids and choirs.

Bring a non-perishable food or
monetary donation for the food
shelf.

Pie Fellowship
will be held after worship.
Pie donations are welcome!

We remember all the saints who have died in

Christ’s glory since All Saints’ Sunday last year
and now rest in God.

John William Holt Robert “Bobby” A. Hanson
Leland Carlton Johnson Betty Lou Kepler
Douglas Alan Woizeschke Linda Ann Kern

Delores Myrtle Malmgren Carolann Tomschin

Connie Kay Redding Marilyn Jane Sell
Beryl Dean Morton Kathryn Lynn Voelker

Irene Kathryn Wiens Menken Shirley F. Schoenenberger

Gary Lee Olson LaVerne Pietz Sell
Bradley Lynn Olson James “Jim” Caraway
Anthony Nelson Gerald “Babe” Crowell
Betty Twait Pamela Rae Johnson
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Holiday Fair

New
and
Nearly
New
Sale

@ (OU'RE
BIYITE J

l 0 l)l ing your nearly new items
that you no longer need to
American Lutheran Church

Collectmg items on CLOTHES.
November 3%, 4™ &  NO/ “Sioss
5" ONLY durmg ELEGTRIGAL EQUIPMENT.

2 off [ [of ] ours. REFERENGE BOOKS OR
FURNITURE PLEASE

S o

* 9am-12pm & Ipm-4pm

All proceeds from the sale will benefit

the Americian Lutheran Church Youth
o O O (

o o o ¢

1794 with any questions

o o o ¢

Otinican Litoran, Clsck of Whodows sy o

%M%WW

»'g ‘ ~ Wednesday, December 10th
‘J 5:30 to 7:30 pm.

t View the Living Nativity by foot or by car:
¢ 10th Street east
and turn south on Prospect Avenue

Soup & Chili
Supper in the
Fellowship Hall
Spm-7pm
§8 Suggested
Donation

MORE ACTIVITIES TO BE ADDED!
DON'T MISS THIS GREAT EVENT!

Please bring Food or Cash Donations for the Windom Sharing Center
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October Acolyte Schedule

™

Sunday, November 2nd —Graham Miller, Brynn Mickelson

Wednesday, November 5th —Kenzi-Ella Johnson, Amelia
Winters

unday, November 9th—Penelope Roberts, Hannah Wilson

S
Wednesday, November 12th Macie Carlson, Ali Luebben
S

unday, November 16th—Wyatt Soderholm, Liberty Zoellner-
Koch

Wednesday, November 19th —Carter Knutson, Macy Vollan

Sunday, November 23rd— Elli Steinbrink, Ruby Nelson

ednesday, November 26th —Brinley Spielman, Kenzi Whit-

=]
oo

Sunday, November 30th—Graham Miller, Joe Elston

T e R T e R T M A A T i e e i e e e B i B e e e
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 BELL CHOIR Practices on Monday evenings at
I

1
1
1
16:30pm. The second Monday of the month, |
1
1
1

| practice is at 7:00 pm.
I

Handbell Choir

Help us in celebrating Jane! Jane has
been directing the Bell Choir for 40
years! Thank you for all of your years
of dedication to the Bell Choir and

Wednesday Night Suppers

NOVEMBER 5TH - Beef Stroganoff, egg noodles, green
beans, bread :

NOVEMBER 12TH- Walking Tacos, fruit cup, dessert

NOVEMBER 19TH - Spaghetti hotdish, green beans,
breadstick, dessert

NOVEMBER 26TH - NO SUPPER, THANKSGIVING EVE

HEY CHURCH! CAN YOU HELP?

We are always in need of donations of hamburger,
chicken breasts, milk, bread, spaghetti noodles,
spaghetti sauce, & cookies. We are good for now

on soup & ham.

P.S. Hy-Vee has milk 3/$11 on Mondays!

Altar Guild will be meeting on the second Tuesday of
each month at 2:00— 1S November 11th

at 2pm! All are welcome.
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:-There will be pie fellowship after the Thanksgiving Eve :
| Service on Wednesday, November 26th. Would you be I
I able to provide a pie? Any type of pie is good! We like |
la variety! Please bring your pie fully baked or thawed I
l'to the kitchen before worship that evening. Thank you |
Lfor considering! |

The Discipleship, Marketing, & Stewardship Board in brining in a guest
speaker for Coffee Hour on Sunday, November 2nd. Tharan Leopold
will be speaking about Estate Planning during the coffee hour.

With Living Nativity coming
soon, please consider how you
can contribute! There will be
sign-ups for food donations for
the soup and chili supper start-
ing on November 8th. If you
would like to share your musical
talents, please let Jane Cart-
wright know! She will have many
time slots available for musical
entertainment in the Skylight
Court. Please consider bringing food for the food shelf as
well. And most importantly, please come and take in all
the great things at the Living Nativity and help us spread
the word!

R The Shetek-Ondini Partnership

' Qogefherp[,;. Committee is asking for your
,§i§\$ : (6(3, help. The Umphumulo seminary

was established in 2002 and
was in operation until 2015
when it was closed due to lack of
students and unavailability to
sustain the seminary. In 2023
Bishop Myaka reopened the
seminary, with a ministerial class
of 11 students. There is a shortage of pastors in South
Africa and this reopening of the seminary has brought
new hope for opportunities and life in the community.

- Ondini Circuit -
Shetek Conference Partnership _

However, after being closed for so long, there is a lot of
work that needs to be done to make the buildings usea-
ble again. Some renovations have been completed but
there are many more to do. The chapel, women’s dorms,
administrative building, library, and fencing are complet-
ed. The kitchen/dining hall still needs a new roof as well
as flooring and equipment, the men’s dorms needs to be
refurbished with shower/toilets, and scholarships are
needed for students.

Funds can be sent to Carol Serfling, 711 Pennsylvania
Ave, Adrian, MN 56110. Thank you for supporting this
global mission event!

We meet every Tuesday at 8:00
& AM in the Skylight Court at ALC.

=

e — =~ Bring your own coffee if you like,
2128 3sq p 0) p) '@l and your own Bible. This is a very
friendly group, and a great way to
dig into God's word and hang out with a great group of
guys. Men, if you’re free, try it out!!

v 4

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22

7:00PM-8:30PM, SLM DINING HALL
COST: $10/HOUSEHOLD

o
ACTIVITIESEBN CLUDE:
MINNESOTA OWL CRAFT
OWL CALLING
COZY CAMPFIRE TIME

M//Oca prath /Wr&_/
dregs vl end b rendy for o sl gl adveriture inthe sds|

SHETEK LUTHERAN MINISTRIES 14 KEELEY ISLAND DR. SLAYTON, MN 56172
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Holiday Fair!

HEARTS and PINES HOLIDAY FAIR

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2025

g.:30am-1pm

ALC will be hosting our 19" HOLIDAY FAIR on November 8" and we want you to be a part of itt HOW? There are
many ways to participate. CRAFTS: crochet, knit, sew, quilt, wood working, making ornaments, etc. We'd love for
you to share your talents. Questions? Contact Kathy Hiley, 822-1046; Jane Cartwright, 830-0299; or Beth Scrivens,
822-6246. BAKERY: Homemade breads, rolls, cookies, cakes, bars, pies, specialty items, candies, jams, jellies, snack
mixes, pickles and other canned items. We ask you to package rolls, cookies and bars in groups of 6 or 12. We
have some nice containers available at church if you would like to come and take a look. Additional questions?
Contact Jackie Turner, 822-1633 or Kay Evers, 830-1422. LEFSE: We will be making lefse every Tuesday in October
from 8 am to noon. Come when you can and stay as long as you wish. For questions contact Karen Skarphol at
822-0785.

NEW & NEARLY NEW: This is the “rummage” part of the Holiday Fair and will be handled by the youth and their
advisors and parents. If you have some nicer items you no longer want and are still useable, here is the place to
bring them. Please have items clean and in good condition. WE CANNOT USE: CLOTHES, SHOES, ELECTRICAL
EQUIPMENT, REFERENCE BOOKS OR FURNITURE. We will be accepting items November 3rd, 4th, & 5th. Do
not bring items after November 6th. Questions? Tera Elness, 831-1794.

Morning coffee, coffeecake, pie and lunch will begin at 9:30 am. We will be serving coffee, coffeecake, pie, hot tur-
key sandwiches, vegetable soup, crackers, pickles, orange drink and milk. IN HONOR OF VETERAN'S DAY, ALL
VETERANS WILL RECEIVE A FREE SLICE OF PIE WITH THEIR MEAL!

HOW CAN YOU HELP??? We need you to donate, work and shop! We will need several workers for various de-
partments throughout the morning (1%2 hour shifts), workers to set up and take down (Friday and/or Saturday af-

ternoons), donations of cooked turkeys and soup ingredients, and buyers!

Funds raised will be distributed as follows: 25% Shetek Lutheran Ministries Capital Campaign, 15% Van mainte-
nance, 10% Lutheran Youth Organization, 10% Shetek Ondini Partnership, 10% Lutheran Disaster Response, 10%
Windom Sharing Center, 10% ALC Building Maintenance Fund, 10% Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service.

The New and Nearly New (Rummage Room) is a fundraiser for the youth.
SPREAD THE WORD!!! HOLIDAY FAIR IS NOVEMBER 8 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Sign-up sheets for donations and work times are posted on the bulletin board across from the office.
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Lo SHETEK

LUTHERAN MINISTRIES

SCAHDIHAVIAH DINNER
7

(jféﬁm%M¢

Join us in celebrating our 30™ Anniversary of our Scandinavian
Dinner! Come enjoy and evening of fellowship, laughter, and delicious
food. All you can eat buffet of Lutefisk, Meatballs, Lefse, and more!

| $25.00 all you can eat!

We need advanced
paid registrations.

Reserve your plate by
December 1st!

Head over to www.shetek.org, email
camp@shetek.org, or call (507)763- 567 for more
information!

Holiday Fair
Quilt Drawing

For each Dollar Donation,
your name will be entered in a
drawing for this
Full Size Quilt
Name will be drawn at
Holiday Fair, Nov. 8 at 1:00 p m.

Make your
donation at
church
services
starting
Oct. 25 or at
the
Holiday Fair

Created by
Cottonwood
Quilters,
Anna
Johannsen &
Shelley Lange

WZ&E@E@
ollday&F air.

Needs your crafts !!!

“Are you a
*Crafter *Woodworker

“Maker  *Sewer

*Knitter =~ *Quilter

*Stitcher *Sign Maker
29777777

~ Please consider using your
passion and make something(s)
for the Craft Room !!!
lg guestlons‘?
S Contact Kathy Hiley @ 507-822-1046 or
> - Beth Serivens @ 507-822-6246
Hollday Fair November 8

er :'\

Ngemb

Thursday, Nov. 13 @ 2pm (2" Thursday)
Skylight Court
Gather Magazine: Sept/Oct/Nov issue
Session 3: “Generosity”, page 37
Copies of the Bible Study are available
in the Church Office.

R © GLOW is a Women’s Ministry of the
W AR f W _ American Lutheran Church 2025




CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FROM Page 10
OCOTBER 2025 MEETING

In attendance: Pastor Adam, Interim Pastor Steven Rye, John Shamp, Wendy Ahnupkana, Kim Armstrong, Kevin
Heggeseth, Nick Trotter, Keith Pohiman, Wendy Newman, Tera Elness, Kelsey Edwards, Kathy Hiley, Robin
Rahn, Brandon Roskamp, Karen Skarpohl, Kristy Mickelson

Devotions and opening prayer were provided by Interim Pastor Steven Rye .

No correspondence to share.

The secretary’s report for September was reviewed and approved. MM/S/C (Kim, Kevin)
The treasurer’s report for September was reviewed and approved. MM/S/C (Kevin, Keith)
The Pastor’s reports were reviewed.

Old Business
1. Holiday Fair update - setting up of tables and rooms is a current concern, looking for 12 frozen turkeys to be
made, lefse making is going well, kid volunteers needed for hauling items in/out
2. Call process update - committee has been formed and approved by the congregation, meetings with
Heather Culuris from the Southwest MN Synod are scheduled and things are moving forward

New Business

1. 2026 Budget - due from each board by November 2025 to Wendy in the office

2. Constitution updates reported by Pastor Adam - A motion was made and approved to update the
constitution to the 2025 model with the verbiage that was presented by Pastor Adam. MM/S/C (John, Kevin)

3. Nominating committee

4. Boards to report who is on and off boards for 2026 by November meeting

5. Living Nativity date & update - December 10, 2025

6. 2026 Staff Insurance update

7. Casa de Dios Bethel (Mission Reg) Contract

8. Quilt Drawing for Holiday Fair - Kathy Hiley

9.0ther - N/A

e 20 year anniversary remembrance of the sanctuary fire, Pastor Steve Norby is willing to return,
January 4, 2006 was the original date of the fire, Paul Oman (painter) will be contacted by John Shamp,
more information to come

o Case de Dios Bethel would like to have a special worship service in the chapel on Thursday, October
30, 2025. A motion was made and approved to allow Casa de Dios Bethel to utilize the chapel on 10/30/25
for a special worship service. MM/S/C (John, Nick)

Board Reports:
1. Worship & Music - the upcoming November and December worship schedule, 2026 budget items
was discussed
2. Spiritual Life & Fellowship - coffee hour, Friday McPrayer donation, pie serving after Thanksgiving
service, 1/10/26 is the upcoming Lutefisk Supper
3. Discipleship/Marketing & Stewardship - dementia caregiving speaker on 11/9/25, baking/packing
cookies for college kids, highway cleanup went well
4. Budget & Finance - paid bills on hold
Properties - upcoming projects discussed, van logo
5. Christian Education - Rhythms of Faith project is progressing, Rock the Boat Women’s Bible Study
was successful, Child/Youth Protection Policy will continue to be developed, Halloween party planning,
Confirmation guest speakers happening on 10/22/25, Thanksgiving Eve children singing at the service
6. Youth & Family - quilting for grads has started (anticipating 19 graduates), pumpkin painting for junior
and senior high, Boo Bingo and meal 10/26/25 5:30pm,
7. Church in Society - Halloween Trick or Treat 4:30-6:00 10/31/25 “Quench your Thirst with Jesus”,
Holiday Fair prep, Thanksgiving Eve service prep
8. GLOW - an upcoming visit with Pastor Sarah and her Bible Study group will be happening in Granite
Falls
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ALC FINANCIAL UPDATE

As of October 23, 2025:

Income: $459,803

~

Expense: $465,660 R %

Borrowed to date: $8,000
These figures do not include October end-of-month commitments and benevolences.
CHURCH RECORDS:
Deaths: Gerald “Babe” Crowell
Pam Johnson

Baptisms: No baptisms.

MEMORIALS:

. : In
Music Fund - In memory of Jim Caraway. .
Parking Lot Fund - In memory of Gary Olson. MEMGRY

Renovation Fund - In memory of Gerald “Babe” Crowell.

OFFERING OPTIONS:

The ministry of our congregation continues in many ways! The options remain open for ways of contributing
your offering. You may use on-line giving on our website alcofwindom.com, mail in your offering to PO Box 188,
Windom, drop it off at the church or simply place it in the offering plate. If you have any questions regarding
these options, please contact Wendy Pigman in the church office.

DO YOU HAVE A THRIVENT POLICY?

If you have an insurance policy through Thrivent please give them a call to let them know that you'd

G;‘,‘ THRIVENT like your choice dollars to go to your congregation. Thrivent is very generous and every bit helps.
FINANCIAL®

BITS AND PIECES

PRAYER SHAWLS: If you know of someone in our church family who could use a Prayer Shawl, call the church office.

KEEP SAVING those empty printer ink cartridges. They are turned in for cash for our Education Department. The container is located in the hallway
by the offices.

is is an example of &  ream——Tr————— : 2 D)
B e @ KEEP SAVING your canceled stamps. Correctly cut stamps by leaving 1/4” to 1/3” border around the stamp. You

Y4 inch trim around .
the stamp. == can turn your stamps in at the church office.

CONTINUE to remember the Windom Area Sharing Center in the coming months. Monetary gifts may be sent to 1156 4th Ave, Windom.
Contributions may be left here at the church or at the Center on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10 am to 1 pm. Call §22-7210,

PRAYER CHAIN: To activate ALC’s Prayer Chain, please call the church office at 831-1794 or an email may be sent to winalc@windomnet.com.

WANT TO RECEIVE THE MESSENGER ELECTRONICALLY? Save the church paper, ink and postage! Contact the church office to share

your email address.

R e



http://alcofwindom.com/?fbclid=IwAR0daDQdD9TSrUJ33D8nOQ1q7X027EfsVW_GoWaf3e7hNnLtIOJsBBwdzsg
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14 Keeley Island Drive

S N E w Slayton, MN 56172
>< Ky 507-763-3567

November 2025 . '

camp@shetek.org

www.shetek.org

Shetek Lutheran Ministries Where Christ Renews and Empowers

Moving Cabin 9 to make room for a
NEW Cabin!

Wish List

* Adding Machine

Office Supplies - Dry Erase Markers, Paper
Spark Bibles

Board Games

Volunteers

We met our Phase 1
goal! Over
$1,725,000 in gifts
and pledges! Our
challenge goal is
$2,000,000 and with
increased costs, our
budget has changed
for our different
phases. More info on
our website.
https.//shetek.org/slm
-master-plan/

$2.000 (00

sl
T L T T T T TR ey

g

s e
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Annual Meeting December 7

S i ian Di D beey
Hiking Club D ber 14
Campfire Christmas December 21
Regi i st |

Call 507-763-3567

Help send kids to Camp...Become a
Pelican Club or Timber Society
member today. Pelican Club
members support the ministry with

a gift of $100 - $499 a year and

Timber Society members give $500 or

more a year. Thanks for your

support!
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

Dear friends and partners in ministry. October 2025

X

"Z,O

Greetings from Guyana. where I am serving to help the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Guyana
(ELCG) strengthen its leadership development so that its congregations and ministries may flourish. In its
focus on leadership development, the church echoes the efforts of the government of Guyana itself. which
was elected just last month. Some of you may remember from my previous newsletters that I asked you to
join your prayers to those of the church here that the election take place peacefully. During the campaign
season. there was anxiety that the same scenes of violence that followed the election of five years ago
might be repeated this time. Therefore, the church was taking seriously the urging of 1 Timothy 2:1-2 to
pray “for all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life.” On September 1,
the previous government was re-elected for another five-year term, and I am happy to report that the
process was peaceful.

A PPP/C campaign poster (right next to a welcome to the province of Berbice from three famous cricketers)

Guyana has a parliamentary system of government. now led by the People’s Progressive
Party/Civic (PPP/C), with Mohamed Irfaan Ali as President. This government is overseeing what is
currently the fastest-growing economy in the world (37%), as a result of significant oil production that
began in 2019. Some of the ways that the o1l revenue is being spent seem likely to have a positive effect
not only on the country as a whole but also on the Lutheran church in particular.

For years. the ELCG has suffered the impact of migration, as many of its members and leaders
have moved to countries with higher standards of living. The congregations have shrunk and so has the
number of clergy. The Lutheran Lay Academy that I help to coordmate aims to build up a larger
leadership base for the church, just at the same time as the government 1s taking measures to build up a
larger base of educated leaders for the country. One of its initiatives. begun in January of this year. is to
cover the cost of education for every student accepted at the University of Guyana in any program When
they graduate, these students must remain in Guyana and repay the country for their free education by
working for 3-5 years in salaried positions with the Ministry of Public Service in whatever field they have
studied. After that, they may work anywhere.

Several of our students in the Lutheran Lay Academy are benefiting from this government
initiative. Veronica Sawh-Crandon and Marika Grimmond are completing their studies in nursing and are
now working in the hospital, Nathan Balak has completed his studies in communication and has just been
given a position in the Office of the Prime Minister. and Adiola Bruce is currently studying science.
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In July, students celebrated the end of their first year of the Lutheran Lay Academy’s program. From lgft to right, they
are Nathan Balak, Marika Grimmmond, Nalini Benjamin, Abiola Hemyy, Vanessa Johnson, Selina Lepps, Liz Paduman,
and Malisia Ramsarran. (Adiola Bruce, Shelon Bruce, Bevon Cummings, Dynutha Adonis-Williams and Veronica
Sawh-Crandon are not pictured.)

With the uptum in economic prospects. some church members who have migrated are returning to
Guyana, and there is a positive momenfum. One good sign of 1t is the revival of the Lutheran Men’s
Ministry of the church. which had been dormant for some time. In the photo. you see the men gathered for
their first National Men’s Assembly in years. ready to get going again

With thanksgiving for all of
these things. I share with you part of a
prayer for the government, from the
ELCG’s Service Book and Hymnal.
Please pray it with us. for this country
and for your own. “Good Lord.
preserve our nation in justice and
honour and continue your blessings to
us as a people that we may live together
with integrity. Grant health and wisdom
to all who bear office 1n our land. ..
Help them to strive for justice and
peace according to your holy will.”

Conrty-

Rev. Dr. Carolyn Schneider

Lutheran Identity Professor and Pastoral Ministry Advisor. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
in partnership with The Evangelical Lutheran  Church in Guyana

Email: Carolyn schneider@elca.org

P.S. In addition to prayer, here are ways to support me financially.
1. To become a covenant congregation. download the form at ELCA org/covenantform or call 800-638-3522, ext.
2820.
2. Make an individual gift by check payable to “ELCA Missionanies™ with “Carolyn Schneider (GCS2016)™ in the
memo line and mail your check to:

ELCA Gift Processing Center

P.O. Box 1809

Memfield, VA 22116-8009
3. Make an individual gift by credit or debit card by visiting EL. CA org/MissionaryGiving or calling 800-638-3522.



