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EREasS't or os Messag

Then Noah built an altar to thd.ord and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt offer-
ings on the altar.

-Genesis 8:20

One of the awesome things about God, and one of the frustrating things about God, is that God does every-
thing and, while we can participate in what God does, pretty much no matter how you cut it, in the end, God still
does everything while we are not needed, nor can we add an iota to anything God is doing or has done.

We Lutherans get a | ot of heat for that. Wedre de
does everything, then why bother with anything?

The answer is that we bother because we love God.

We see this with Noah. God rescues him from the flood. God gives him the vision, intelligence, strength,
and knowhow to build an ark. It is God who tells Noah when to go in. It is God who shuts the door. The ark is a rud-
derless boat with no propulsion so it is God who steers it. When it lands on a mountain everyone stays on an extra

couple of weeks wuntil God says itds safe to come out

Noah lived in a world that was so thoroughly evil that God was going to wipe out humanity but amidst the
ocean of evil, God noticed the few droplets of good that were Noah and his family and God saw them, remembered

them, and saved them.

After months of what must have been heck in that ark, Noah steps out into a new world and what can you
do for the awesome God who does everything and needs nothing? Noah builds an altar and sacrifices the most pre-
cious things he has: living animals that survived (for the record there were seven pairs of clean animals, check out
Genesis 7). On a planet with no wildlife, this is a way to show God how much Noah loved God even though God
doesndt need it.

Pastors are to attend a theological conference every year and the speaker this year, Professor Powell,
talked about his favorite parts of worship. First off, he mentioned that the word worship means the corporate love
of something, or, to be more specific, a group of people showing up to love Jesus. He noted that even in worship
God hogs most of the action. It is God who forgives us during confession, the scripture readings are lesEonss,
the sermon is telling us where wedre going wrong and
who comes to us physically and forgives us in commun
God (Marsha, Marsha, Marsha).

But there are two places in worship, he mentioned, where we creatures getltbsomething. One of them is
singing the hymns. Thatds our way of singing to God
Powell talked about the joy he has of being able to give God a present (even though God gave it to him first). The
option, |l i ke Noah, to say, ol really need this to su
conceived, let alone survived today, because it is you who gives me everything. It is you who cares for me and
Kknows me. Even i f the rest of the world is evil; you
much Lord, but I love you a lot. | realize how much you do for me every day, and | want to sacrifice something that
is costly to me, as Noah did with the few animals left on the planet, to show how much | love you and appreciate
you. Thank you God. o

All this to say: pay attention to what God is doing in your life. Your home, heat, skills, job, abilities, energy,
life, paycheck, friends, every single one of them is a gift to you from God. Every day God sees you, knows you, loves

you, and provides for you. May your heart be as joyf

PastorAdam



Worship and Music Notes

Jane Cartwright, Coordinator
December, 2025

Nov. 29-Nov. 30
Advent 1
Matthew 24:36-44
Stay Awake! Lists upon lists! Stress factors! Time crunching!

Do these phrases sound familiar? Save the

Dec.3-7 | encourage you to listen to “The Gift We Need” Date!
Advent 2 by Chris Bray and Jeff Catto. | found it on youtube. January 4, 2026
Matthew 3:1-12 The chorus of the song expresses the joy that comes ALC will
Prepare the Way
of the Lord
Noisy Offering:
Helping Hands

from church bells ringing, people singing, and celebrate the 20
welcoming the newborn King. year anniversary
May this Advent season provide you the opportunity of the fire.
to be generous with your time and abilities. Share Watch for
the joy of the season with friends, neighbors, and details.
family.

Merry Christmas
Matthew 11:2-11

: . ; o
The Forerunner of %’J\ %
Christ o : (4 :

Dec.10 -14
Advent 3

Dec. 18-22 Did you know. . . ;';ALC Wed. Advent Worship
Advent 4 ALC is blessed with many '.. “Tis the season
Matthew 1:18-25 talented musicians! " where a gift is freely
Joseph’s Dream Come, listen, and enjoy music given in love!”
as they share sounds of the season! “The Gift of Hope”
Dec. 27-28 ... Living Nativity Dec. 3 - 6:30pm
Christmas 1 ...Christmas Eve services ) ) Y
% Matthew 2:13-23 . .. weekly worship services The Gift of Famity” 5
Flee to Egypt Filling someone’s heart with song! pec. 17 - ¢:s0pm f"

N,
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. - e ‘.‘ E STl Readers

Usher Crew: R
Holy Communion ~:

.t
R T4

CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT Jay Mickelson

- .,
WORSHIP Assista n’:c:.:‘n;‘;
Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2025 Find our worship services on our
300 PM 5:00 PM Facebook page, ALC website,
(] 10:00 PM - Holy Communion KDOM 103.1FM, Cable CH 22 Thursday, 6:30 PM
4 ;;:"--3'"\-!"\-3'
The ., Noisy Offering, in Dec., is collected to
Christmas Story . support the efforts of “Helping Hands”
Luke 2:1-20 * fund. This fund supports people who 'l
_ . experience tough situations. Contact one{
Receive the Q'ft of lesus of the pastors for more information. ;‘
Save the Date!
January 4th is the 20th Anniversary of the Ameri ce
ing from the Ashesd6 20 years |l ater. We are plannir

preacher that day. Coffee Hour will be in the Fellowship Hall where we will have time to share pictures, stories, ¢
reminisce about what we accomplished during our time away from our building and to remember who helped by
volunteering their time and talents to build back our church to the beautiful space we have today. We held on to
the past but built for the future. All are welcome to attend. Thank you to Karen Skarphol, Gayle Derickson, Russ
Thom, Jay Mickelson, Lindsey Cartwright, Eugene Hanchett, and John Shamp for putting this event together.
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Christian Ed/Y

From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (8227)

4 OU ARE IN\/ITE

NURSERY-6TH GRADE
WEDNESDAY/SUNDAY SCHOQL THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD IS

C%v “(wwtﬁ oo
(B BAGS OF
INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED

CANDY

FOR OUR STUDENTS'
CHRISTMAS GOODIE BAGS! /
GOODIE BAGS WILL BE PASSED OUT
DECEMBER ¢ FOLLOWINOGNOI;JERCE:RBIES;I.\IIIAATSH:’ROGRAM
PLEASE HAVE YOUR DONATIONS TO

) THE CHURCH NO LATER THAN
» TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9TH!

SUNDYN G i 7 & ‘ 11:00am
N
AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH ’ THANK YOU!
' SANCTUARY
. -
. WINDOM, MN * ‘
0 (") ‘
ALL ARE V\ELCOME‘ ..
, il SN (;OOD]E BAGS |ii ‘
{7745 WILL BE HANDED OUT 3 »
r v FOLLOWING THE PROG rami T 1:« -9

J0WUSFORA
GENERAL YOUTHFUND FUNDR A\SER
HOSTEDBY THE YOUTH& FAMILY BOARD! ‘

Fgf%%ggﬁllﬂgb L Wed/Sun School
ROLLS! P CLASSES

DECEMBER 14TH
j o There will be no WS/SS classes
: | FOLLOWING 9AM WORSHIP December 24th/28th or
’ my,  NDENDS AT THE START December 3lst/January 4th.
. OF OUR CHILDRENS
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM Classes will resume
January 7th/11th, 2026!

(J ® AT 11AM!

= \
J FREEW I\ PON aTioN
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JR HIGH/SR HIGH

HAPPY e

JESUS!! Wﬁ

ALL WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY
SCHOOL STUDENTS ALONG
WITH THEIR FAMILIES AND
FRIENDS AND OUR ENTIRE )
CONGREGATION ARE INVITED TO { } \
JOIN US FOR A HAPPY BIRTHDAY -/ .
JESUS SUPPER & PARTY ON

YOUTH GROUP

E GARAGE AT

WEDNESDAY,DECEMBER 17TH - »
FIELD LANES! STARTING AT 5PM. ,
THIS SPECIAL EVENT WILL - & o
UNDAY,DEC.14TH TAKE THE PLACE OF OUR
REGULAR WED NIGHT SUPPER &
S-7PM WED SCHOOL TIME!

E ALC AT 4:15PM PLAN TO STAY AND JOIN US FOR
) ? ADVENT WORSHIP AT 6:30PM!

URN AT 7:45PM)

COST: $25 s

(ACCOUNT MONEY MAY BE USED!)

trian Ll Gl of Wi psons

(Lot

- Wednesday, December 10th

Soup & Chili {
Supper in the ) ’ 5:30to 7:30 pn.
Fellowship Hall
3pm-7pm W View the Living Nativity by foot or by car:
$8 Suggested 10th Street east

Donation and turn south on Prospect Avenue

Ride the Horse Drawn Carri
et the Animl e and i YOUTH CHRISTMAS
[n the Skylight Court: COOKIE DECORATING
Listen t(fl EggﬁuBs?fos :ll1ee Season & HOT OOOOA BAR!

Enjoy Cider & Popcorn

Pléase bring Food or Cash Donations for the Windom Sharing Center LET TERA KNOW IF YOU CAN MAKE IT!
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December Acolyte Schedule

™

Wednesday, December 3iilAva Scheitel, Macy Vollan

Sunday, December 7thi Morgan Roskamp, Hannah Wilson
Wednesday, December 10thNONELiving Nativity

Sunday, December 14th Carter Knutson, Aubrey Bussa

Wednesday, December 17tli TBD
unday, December 218t Penelope Roberts, Brynn Mickel-

n
o
=]

Wednesday, December 24th 3pm: TBD
5pm: TBD
10pm: TBD
Sunday, December 28tA TBD
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‘BELL CHBA®Ctices on Menday

16: 30pnsec thded ay t he

:practice is at 7:
|

| S

Sample of NAPS box items - specific items vary each month.

qualified participants!

NETER

FREE FOOD for
Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP)
(previously known as NAPS)

distributed by

FREE, nutritious food for seniors 60+

Household | Gross Monthly
~ = Size Income
7 Individuals age 60 years and older 1 $1,957
2 i . 2 $2,644
Determined by household size and
income s $3332
4 $4,019

oll?

Call Second Harvest Heartland toll-free at 1-800-365-0270 to verify your
eligibility and get registered to start receiving your FREE box of food!

o2

2>
ACE.

OCATE:CONNECT-EDUCA
OF SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA

This FREE food distribution takes place at BARC on
the and is sponsored by
A.C.E. of SW Minnesota — Cottonwood Co. office.

For more information, please contact:
Emily Bentson — (507)831-1803

Cottonwood Co. Program Manager

nnnnn

Wednesday Night Suppers

DECEMBER 3RiHam, mashed potatoes, gravy, stuff§
ing, corn, dessert :

DECMEBER 10TiH.iving Nativity Soup Supper

DECEMBER 17THHappy Birthday Jesus PayHot
dogs, chips, cupcakes

DECEMBER 24THNO SUPPER, MERRY CHRISTMA%!

DECEMBER 31SINO SUPPER, HAPPY NEW YEAR;

HEY CHURCH! CAN YOU HELP?

We are always in need of donations of hamburgeE,
chicken breasts, milk, bread, spaghetti noodles,
spaghetti sauce, & cookies. We are good for now:
on soup & ham. :

R.§. Hyeenhgssmill 3/811 on Mondays!



