
 

906 Prospect Avenue 

PO Box 188 

Windom, MN 56101 

Phone: 507-831-1794 

Fax: 507-831-1795 

 

Our Staff:     

Adam Roberts, Pastor: pastoradamcroberts@gmail.com 

Steven Rye, Interim Pastor: stevenjrye@gmail.com      

Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, & Family Ministries: 

teraalc@gmail.com  

Jane Cartwright, Worship & Music Coordinator:  cartj58@gmail.com 

Wendy Pigman, Financial Secretary: wendyalc@windomnet.com   

Melanie Shamp, Administrative Assistant: winalc@windomnet.com 

Jake Voth, Custodian 

Email: winalc@windomnet.com     *  Website: www.alcofwindom.com  

 
 
Wednesday, December 3rd   
6:30 PM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Saturday, December 6th 
5:30 PM Chapel Service  
 
Sunday, December 7th   
Second Sunday of Advent 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday, December 10th  
Living Nativity 
 
Saturday, December 13th  
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy 
Communion & Noisy Offering 
 
Sunday, December 14th  
Third Sunday of Advent 
Noisy Offering 
9:00 AM Worship w/Noisy Offering 
 
Wednesday, December 17th  
6:30 PM Advent Worship 
 
Saturday, December 20th  
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy 
Communion 
 

Worship Schedule 
 
Sunday, December 21st 
4th Sunday of Advent 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday, December 24th 
Christmas Eve 
3:00 PM Candlelight Worship 
5:00 PM Candlelight Worship 
10:00 PM Candlelight Worship w/Holy 
Communion 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 27th  
5:30 PM Chapel Service 
 
Sunday, December 28th  
First Sunday of Christmas 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 

Join us for Worship in Church, on Facebook, on our Website, via our YouTube 
Channel, on KDOM Radio 103.1 FM, or Local Cable Channel 22! 

Our Vision: 
People experiencing a 
life-giving relationship 

with God. 
 

Mission: 
Living God’s grace, we 
cultivate community to 

love and serve. 
 

Values: 
Relationships 

God. Each other. Creation. 

Belonging 
Affirmed. Included. Valued. 

Faith 
Active. Inquiring. Hopeful. 
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Pastor’s Message  
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Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt offer-

ings on the altar. 

-Genesis 8:20 

 

 One of the awesome things about God, and one of the frustrating things about God, is that God does every-

thing and, while we can participate in what God does, pretty much no matter how you cut it, in the end, God still 

does everything while we are not needed, nor can we add an iota to anything God is doing or has done.  

 We Lutherans get a lot of heat for that. We’re deemed slackers because if we can do nothing, and if God 

does everything, then why bother with anything?  

 The answer is that we bother because we love God. 

 We see this with Noah. God rescues him from the flood. God gives him the vision, intelligence, strength, 

and knowhow to build an ark. It is God who tells Noah when to go in. It is God who shuts the door. The ark is a rud-

derless boat with no propulsion so it is God who steers it. When it lands on a mountain everyone stays on an extra 

couple of weeks until God says it’s safe to come out.  

 Noah lived in a world that was so thoroughly evil that God was going to wipe out humanity but amidst the 

ocean of evil, God noticed the few droplets of good that were Noah and his family and God saw them, remembered 

them, and saved them.  

 After months of what must have been heck in that ark, Noah steps out into a new world and what can you 

do for the awesome God who does everything and needs nothing? Noah builds an altar and sacrifices the most pre-

cious things he has: living animals that survived (for the record there were seven pairs of clean animals, check out 

Genesis 7). On a planet with no wildlife, this is a way to show God how much Noah loved God even though God 

doesn’t need it. 

 Pastors are to attend a theological conference every year and the speaker this year, Professor Powell, 

talked about his favorite parts of worship. First off, he mentioned that the word worship means the corporate love 

of something, or, to be more specific, a group of people showing up to love Jesus. He noted that even in worship 

God hogs most of the action. It is God who forgives us during confession, the scripture readings are lessons for us, 

the sermon is telling us where we’re going wrong and how God loves us anyway, it is God who answers prayers, God 

who comes to us physically and forgives us in communion, and it's God’s blessing on us before we leave. God, God, 

God (Marsha, Marsha, Marsha).  

 But there are two places in worship, he mentioned, where we creatures get to do something. One of them is 

singing the hymns. That’s our way of singing to God our thanks and our love for God. The other part is the offering. 

Powell talked about the joy he has of being able to give God a present (even though God gave it to him first). The 

option, like Noah, to say, “I really need this to survive, but I realize that, without you God, I would have never been 

conceived, let alone survived today, because it is you who gives me everything. It is you who cares for me and 

knows me. Even if the rest of the world is evil; you still notice me among the billions of others. Therefore, it isn’t 

much Lord, but I love you a lot. I realize how much you do for me every day, and I want to sacrifice something that 

is costly to me, as Noah did with the few animals left on the planet, to show how much I love you and appreciate 

you. Thank you God.” 

 All this to say: pay attention to what God is doing in your life. Your home, heat, skills, job, abilities, energy, 

life, paycheck, friends, every single one of them is a gift to you from God. Every day God sees you, knows you, loves 

you, and provides for you. May your heart be as joyful as Noah’s and Professor Powell’s.  

                                                                                                                          Pastor Adam 
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Worship and Music 

 

Save the Date! 

January 4th is the 20th Anniversary of the American Lutheran Church fire. There will be a “Remembrance of  Ris-

ing from the Ashes” 20 years later. We are planning a special worship service with Pastor Steve Norby as our guest 

preacher that day. Coffee Hour will be in the Fellowship Hall where we will have time to share pictures, stories, and 

reminisce about what we accomplished during our time away from our building and to remember who helped by 

volunteering their time and talents to build back our church to the beautiful space we have today. We held on to 

the past but built for the future. All are welcome to attend. Thank you to Karen Skarphol, Gayle Derickson, Russ 

Thom, Jay Mickelson, Lindsey Cartwright,  Eugene Hanchett, and John Shamp for putting this event together.  
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 Christian Ed/Youth & Family 
From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (822-3377) 
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 Christian Ed/Youth & Family 
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Good to Know 

Wednesday Night Suppers 

DECEMBER  3RD—Ham, mashed potatoes, gravy, stuff-

ing, corn, dessert 

DECMEBER 10TH—Living Nativity Soup Supper 

DECEMBER 17TH -  Happy Birthday Jesus Party– Hot  

dogs, chips, cupcakes 

DECEMBER 24TH- NO SUPPER, MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

DECEMBER 31ST– NO SUPPER, HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

HEY CHURCH! CAN YOU HELP? 

We are always in need of donations of hamburger, 

chicken breasts, milk, bread, spaghetti noodles, 

spaghetti sauce, & cookies. We are good for now 

on soup & ham.  

P.S. Hy-Vee has milk 3/$11 on Mondays!  

December Acolyte Schedule 

Wednesday, December 3rd—Ava Scheitel, Macy Vollan 

Sunday, December 7th —Morgan Roskamp, Hannah Wilson 

Wednesday, December 10th—NONE-Living Nativity 

Sunday, December 14th—Carter Knutson, Aubrey Bussa 

Wednesday,  December 17th — TBD 

Sunday, December 21st— Penelope Roberts, Brynn Mickel-

son 

Wednesday, December 24th— 3pm: TBD 

                                                    5pm: TBD 

                                                    10pm: TBD 

Sunday, December 28th—TBD 

 

BELL CHOIR  Practices on Monday evenings at 

6:30pm.  The second Monday  of the month, 

practice is at 7:00 pm. 
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GOOD TO KNOW 

  We meet every Tuesday at 8:00 

AM in the Skylight Court at 

ALC. Bring your own coffee if 

you like, and your own 

Bible.   This is a very friendly 

group, and a great way to dig into God's word and hang out with a 

great group of guys.  Men, if you’re free, try it out!!    

With Living Nativity coming 

soon, please consider how you 

can contribute! There will be 

sign-ups for food donations for 

the soup and chili supper start-

ing on November 8th. If you 

would like to share your musical 

talents, please let Jane Cart-

wright know! She will have many 

time slots available for musical 

entertainment in the Skylight 

Court. Please consider bringing food for the food shelf as 

well.  And most importantly, please come and take in all 

the great things at the Living Nativity and help us spread 

the word!   

Sharing Christmas 

Joy with Sogge & 

Mikkelsen Manor 

Residents 

Sogge Home is asking 

Windom to remember the residents at Sogge. 

Staff at Sogge have asked residents for a 

Christmas list and asked local congregations to 

buy each resident something from their list 

(items might be slippers, word finds, hand mir-

rors, etc.). Church in Society will be setting up 

a Christmas tree with these anonymous lists 

hung on it around Thanksgiving time. If you’d 

like you could grab a list, buy an item, wrap it, 

and drop it off at the church and we’ll make 

sure it gets to that resident. Please leave the 

list with the gift so we know what resident it 

goes to. Let’s spread some Christmas Joy!  

As the weather gets 

colder and the chance 

of snow becomes 

greater, please re-

member to listen to 

KDOM or check the 

church Facebook page for weather related an-

nouncements!  As far as Wednesday Evening activi-

ties, if school is canceled or gets out early that day 

due to weather, then all Wednesday evening activi-

ties are also canceled. 

Altar Guild will be meeting on the second Tuesday of 

each month at 2:00pm.  Next meeting is December 9th  

at 2pm! All are welcome. 

HELEN EVERS WAS THE WINNER of the drawing for 

the beautiful quilt that was available to enter to win 

for the Holiday Fair!  We hope the quilt brings you 

peace and warmth! Congratulations Helen!  
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 Lutefisk  Supper 
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GLOW and More!  



 CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FROM  
NOVEMBER 2025 MEETING 

  
In attendance:  Pastor Adam, Interim Pastor Steven Rye, John Shamp, Wendy Ahnupkana, Kim Armstrong, Kevin Heggeseth, Nick 

Trotter, Keith Pohlman, Wendy Newman, Kelsey Edwards, Robin Rahn, Brandon Roskamp, Karen Skarpohl, Kristy Mickelson 

 

Devotions and opening prayer were provided by Pastor Adam Roberts. 

 

There was 1 correspondence to share.    

 

The secretary’s report for October was reviewed and approved.  MM/S/C (Karen/Keith) 

 

The treasurer’s report for October was reviewed and approved.  MM/S/C (Keith/Nick) 

 

The Pastor’s reports were reviewed. 

 

Old Business 

1.   Constitution updates - nothing to report 

2. Holiday Fair Recap - the lack of chairperson and committee was felt by ALC staff, the snow was a bit of a hindrance, the meal 

and sale went well, thankful for the volunteers just could've used more 

3. 20 year ALC fire anniversary celebration - Sunday, January 4, 2026 at service, contact with Pastor Steve Norby will happen via 

Pastor Steven and if he is not available could he send a recording, form a committee, a brunch or meal, invite the Windom FD 

to service and brunch, possibly Temple Talk from someone who experienced the fire. 

New Business  

1. 2026 budget - work will continue on this to be ready for December Council meeting 

2. Set dates for annual and mid year meetings 2026 - Annual Meeting dates January 18, 2026 with January 25, 2026 as backup, 

Mid-Year Meeting date July 19, 2026 

3. Nominating committee update - progress is being made filling positions and 11 spots are still needed to be filled 

4. Living Nativity - flyers need to be printed 

5. Pastor Adam’s Housing allowance - A motion was made and approved to designate a housing allowance of $43,120 for Pastor 

Adam Roberts from his current compensation for IRS purposes.  MM/S/C (Kevin/Brandon) 

6. Other - Call Committee is done with training and is actively starting the search/interview process for ALC’s open lead pastor 

position 

Page 10 

Board Reports:   
1. Worship & Music - discussed all the upcoming Holiday events, community events and services, organ maintenance budget needs to increase by 

$500 which can be covered within the board 

2. Spiritual Life & Fellowship - recapped the Holiday Fair lunch, serving cider at Living Nativity, prepping for Lutefisk supper in January 

3. Discipleship/Marketing & Stewardship - discussed 2026 budget, global mission opportunities, flyers to hand out during Living Nativity, dementia 

care speakers moved to 11/23/25, baked and sent out cookies to past graduates, reviewed a letter from Carolyn Schneider in Guyana 

4. Budget & Finance - salary adjustments were approved, 12/2/2025 will meet to create the upcoming 2026 budget 

5. Properties - tree removal occurred, van checklist was made for longer trips, Living Nativity needs were reviewed 

6. Christian Education - recapped all the youth October events, Living Nativity staff shifts reviewed, Christmas program prepping is well underway 

7. Youth & Family - recapped the youth led event for October, October Boo Bingo was successful, Holiday Fair raised $1600 for the youth via the 

nearly new sale, quilting for graduates continues, 21 youth signed up to attend the Junior High Youth Gathering in Willmar on November 21st, a 

team is reviewing/updating the Child Protection Policy for insurance 

8. Church in Society - reviewed Holiday Fair in which $1179 was made, planning and prepping for the Sogge Home Donation Tree which will be live on 

Nov. 22, trick-or–treating went well with 86 kids stopping for treats 

9. GLOW - Bible study Thursday at 2 PM, planning for upcoming charity donations 



 

  ALC FINANCIAL UPDATE 

As of November 20, 2025: 

   Income: $510,731 

   Expense: $514,389 

   Borrowed to date: $8,000 

These figures do not include November end-of-month commitments and benevolences. 

Let’s work together to meet all 2025 commitments here at ALC. No gift is ever too small. 

Approximately $50,000 is needed. 

** The American Lutheran Church financial books for 2025 will close at noon on Wednesday, December 31, 
2025. The office will be closed in the afternoon. Please be sure to get all 2025 contributions in by this time. ** 

CHURCH RECORDS: 

Deaths:  Kenneth Derickson 

               Arlo Engler                       

Baptisms: No baptisms. 

MEMORIALS: 

Video/Media Fund - In memory of Kenneth Derickson. 

Renovation Fund – In memory of Gerald “Babe” Crowell & Arlo Engler. 

OFFERING OPTIONS: 

The ministry of our congregation continues in many ways! The options remain open for ways of contributing 
your offering. You may use on-line giving on our website alcofwindom.com, mail in your offering to PO Box 188, 
Windom, drop it off at the church or simply place it in the offering plate. If you have any questions regarding 
these options, please contact Wendy Pigman in the church office. 
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BITS AND PIECES  

PRAYER SHAWLS: If you know of someone in our church family who could use a Prayer Shawl, call the church office. 

KEEP SAVING those empty printer ink cartridges. They are turned in for cash for our Education Department. The container is located in the hallway 
by the offices. 

KEEP SAVING your canceled stamps. Correctly cut stamps by leaving 1/4” to 1/3” border around the stamp. You 
can turn your stamps in at the church office.  

 

CONTINUE to remember the Windom Area Sharing Center in the coming months.  Monetary gifts may be sent to 1156 4th Ave, Windom. 
Contributions may be left here at the church or at the Center on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10 am to 1 pm. Call 822-7210, 

PRAYER CHAIN: To activate ALC’s Prayer Chain, please call the church office at 831-1794 or an email may be sent to winalc@windomnet.com.   

WANT TO RECEIVE THE MESSENGER ELECTRONICALLY?  Save the church paper, ink and postage!  Contact the church office to share 

your email address. 

DO YOU HAVE A THRIVENT POLICY? 

If you have an insurance policy through Thrivent please give them a call to let them know that you’d 
like your choice dollars to go to your congregation. Thrivent is very generous and every bit helps.  

http://alcofwindom.com/?fbclid=IwAR0daDQdD9TSrUJ33D8nOQ1q7X027EfsVW_GoWaf3e7hNnLtIOJsBBwdzsg
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These constitution changes will be voted on at the Annual Meeting on January 18th, 2026 
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