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Wednesday, December 3rd   
6:30 PM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Saturday, December 6th 
5:30 PM Chapel Service  
 
Sunday, December 7th   
Second Sunday of Advent 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday, December 10th  
Living Nativity 
 
Saturday, December 13th  
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy 
Communion & Noisy Offering 
 
Sunday, December 14th  
Third Sunday of Advent 
Noisy Offering 
9:00 AM Worship w/Noisy Offering 
 
Wednesday, December 17th  
6:30 PM Advent Worship 
 
Saturday, December 20th  
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy 
Communion 
 

Worship Schedule 
 
Sunday, December 21st 
4th Sunday of Advent 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday, December 24th 
Christmas Eve 
3:00 PM Candlelight Worship 
5:00 PM Candlelight Worship 
10:00 PM Candlelight Worship w/Holy 
Communion 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 27th  
5:30 PM Chapel Service 
 
Sunday, December 28th  
First Sunday of Christmas 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 

Join us for Worship in Church, on Facebook, on our Website, via our YouTube 
Channel, on KDOM Radio 103.1 FM, or Local Cable Channel 22! 

Our Vision: 
People experiencing a 
life-giving relationship 

with God. 
 

Mission: 
Living Godôs grace, we 
cultivate community to 
love and serve. 

 

Values: 
Relationships 

God. Each other. Creation. 

Belonging 
Affirmed. Included. Valued. 

Faith 
Active. Inquiring. Hopeful. 
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Pastorõs Message  

Page 2 

Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt offer-

ings on the altar. 

-Genesis 8:20 

 

 One of the awesome things about God, and one of the frustrating things about God, is that God does every-

thing and, while we can participate in what God does, pretty much no matter how you cut it, in the end, God still 

does everything while we are not needed, nor can we add an iota to anything God is doing or has done.  

 We Lutherans get a lot of heat for that. Weõre deemed slackers because if we can do nothing, and if God 

does everything, then why bother with anything?  

 The answer is that we bother because we love God. 

 We see this with Noah. God rescues him from the flood. God gives him the vision, intelligence, strength, 

and knowhow to build an ark. It is God who tells Noah when to go in. It is God who shuts the door. The ark is a rud-

derless boat with no propulsion so it is God who steers it. When it lands on a mountain everyone stays on an extra 

couple of weeks until God says itõs safe to come out.  

 Noah lived in a world that was so thoroughly evil that God was going to wipe out humanity but amidst the 

ocean of evil, God noticed the few droplets of good that were Noah and his family and God saw them, remembered 

them, and saved them.  

 After months of what must have been heck in that ark, Noah steps out into a new world and what can you 

do for the awesome God who does everything and needs nothing? Noah builds an altar and sacrifices the most pre-

cious things he has: living animals that survived (for the record there were seven pairs of clean animals, check out 

Genesis 7). On a planet with no wildlife, this is a way to show God how much Noah loved God even though God 

doesnõt need it. 

 Pastors are to attend a theological conference every year and the speaker this year, Professor Powell, 

talked about his favorite parts of worship. First off, he mentioned that the word worship means the corporate love 

of something, or, to be more specific, a group of people showing up to love Jesus. He noted that even in worship 

God hogs most of the action. It is God who forgives us during confession, the scripture readings are lessons for us, 

the sermon is telling us where weõre going wrong and how God loves us anyway, it is God who answers prayers, God 

who comes to us physically and forgives us in communion, and it's Godõs blessing on us before we leave. God, God, 

God (Marsha, Marsha, Marsha).  

 But there are two places in worship, he mentioned, where we creatures get to do something. One of them is 

singing the hymns. Thatõs our way of singing to God our thanks and our love for God. The other part is the offering. 

Powell talked about the joy he has of being able to give God a present (even though God gave it to him first). The 

option, like Noah, to say, òI really need this to survive, but I realize that, without you God, I would have never been 

conceived, let alone survived today, because it is you who gives me everything. It is you who cares for me and 

knows me. Even if the rest of the world is evil; you still notice me among the billions of others. Therefore, it isnõt 

much Lord, but I love you a lot. I realize how much you do for me every day, and I want to sacrifice something that 

is costly to me, as Noah did with the few animals left on the planet, to show how much I love you and appreciate 

you. Thank you God.ó 

 All this to say: pay attention to what God is doing in your life. Your home, heat, skills, job, abilities, energy, 

life, paycheck, friends, every single one of them is a gift to you from God. Every day God sees you, knows you, loves 

you, and provides for you. May your heart be as joyful as Noahõs and Professor Powellõs.  

                                                                                                                          Pastor Adam 
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²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ aǳǎƛŎ 

 

Save the Date! 

January 4th is the 20th Anniversary of the American Lutheran Church fire. There will be a òRemembrance of  Ris-

ing from the Ashesó 20 years later. We are planning a special worship service with Pastor Steve Norby as our guest 

preacher that day. Coffee Hour will be in the Fellowship Hall where we will have time to share pictures, stories, and 

reminisce about what we accomplished during our time away from our building and to remember who helped by 

volunteering their time and talents to build back our church to the beautiful space we have today. We held on to 

the past but built for the future. All are welcome to attend. Thank you to Karen Skarphol, Gayle Derickson, Russ 

Thom, Jay Mickelson, Lindsey Cartwright,  Eugene Hanchett, and John Shamp for putting this event together.  
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 Christian Ed/Youth & Family 
From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (822-3377) 
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 Christian Ed/Youth & Family 
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Good to Know 

Wednesday Night Suppers 

DECEMBER  3RDñHam, mashed potatoes, gravy, stuff-

ing, corn, dessert 

DECMEBER 10THñLiving Nativity Soup Supper 

DECEMBER 17TH -  Happy Birthday Jesus Partyð Hot  

dogs, chips, cupcakes 

DECEMBER 24TH- NO SUPPER, MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

DECEMBER 31STð NO SUPPER, HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

HEY CHURCH! CAN YOU HELP? 

We are always in need of donations of hamburger, 

chicken breasts, milk, bread, spaghetti noodles, 

spaghetti sauce, & cookies. We are good for now 

on soup & ham.  

P.S. Hy-Vee has milk 3/$11 on Mondays!  

December Acolyte Schedule 

Wednesday, December 3rdñAva Scheitel, Macy Vollan 

Sunday, December 7th ñMorgan Roskamp, Hannah Wilson 

Wednesday, December 10thñNONE-Living Nativity 

Sunday, December 14thñCarter Knutson, Aubrey Bussa 

Wednesday,  December 17th ñ TBD 

Sunday, December 21stñ Penelope Roberts, Brynn Mickel-

son 

Wednesday, December 24thñ 3pm: TBD 

                                                    5pm: TBD 

                                                    10pm: TBD 

Sunday, December 28thñTBD 

 

BELL CHOIR  Practices on Monday evenings at 

6:30pm.  The second Monday  of the month, 

practice is at 7:00 pm. 


