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Pastor os Messalg

A Word of Gratitude

As my time with you at American Lutheran Church draw
of a seasoriilooking back, smiling at unexpected moments, and giving thanks for the gifts God has woven into this
time together.

Some of my favorite memories are simple ones. Like the Wednesday night when the confirmation class learned we
werenodt going to sing the song t h afitandthantilmmediasely adndheda | |
into it anyway, grinning from ear to ear. Or Jdswsadi ng
Loves Meand seeing pure, unfiltered joy fill the room. Those moments reminded me why ministry with young people
keeps a pastor young at heart.

|l Ove al so been struck, over and over again, by the s
On council nights the building practically hunitkeams gathering, planning, serving, doing the good work of being the
church together. That is a rare and beautiful gift.

Our partnership with Bethany Lutheran has been another highlight. What a neat congregation to walk alongside for a
season. | loved our outdoor worship near the cemetéryoly ground in the truest sense.

This church also allowed me to try a few new things. One small example: adding an acclamation at the end of a fu-
ner al . | 6ve al ways admired that practice, and you ga
than you know.

Organi zing the celebration of Jane Car t wriwhgphatmiestong,0 vy
and what a testament to faithfulness.

On a more personal note, serving here placed me within an hour and a half of my parents. That meant | could spend
days off with them more easily, and that time was a tremendous blessing.

|l ve also |l oved the | andscape around Wi ndom. ihkhing Wo |
grown up in |l owa, something in me said, oYes. This f
ers, the conversations over coffee, and the chance to join the women of the congregation in making fefisese are
memories | will carry with me.

Thank you for the privilege of being your pastor in this season. Thank you for the kindness, the conversations, the
laughter, the trust, and the grace. | will carry this congregation in my prayeasd in my hearfias you continue the
faithful work God has begun in you.

With gratitude,

Pastor Steven



Worship and Music Notes A
January, 2026 ZIN
% Jane Cartwright, Coordinator

% Three wise men follow a star
% A child, Jesus, is revealed
# : X Eyes are opened
.n.n—\ ﬁ e ¥ P

Epiphany is celebrated January 6, 2026.

[r"

[ B
Jan. 3-4, 2026 Jan.7-11 Jan. 14-18 Jan. 21-25 Jan. 28 - Feb. 1
Jeremiah 31:7-14 Isaiah 42:1-9 Isaiah 49:1-7 Isaiah 9:1-4 Micah 6:1-8
Psalm. 147:12-20 Psalm 29 Psalm 40:1-11 Psalm 27:1, 4-9 Psalm 15
Ephesians 1:3-14 Acts 10:34-43 1 Cor. 1:1-9 1 Cor. 1:10-18 1Cor. 1:18-31
John 1:1-18 Matthew 3:13-17  john 1:29-42 Matthew 4:12-23 Matthew 5:1-12
= 20 YEARS! -

On an early, foggy morning, January 4, 2006, ALC experience a devastating fire in the sanctuary.
Worship on Sunday, Jan. 4 will have former Pastor Stephen Norby here to share the message.
Come join the Day of Remembrance. After worship, additional time for sharing will be held
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Service Notes: P ANNVAL MEETING WILL FOLLOW
Ushers: =15 ORSHIP ON JANVARY 18TH. PLANON  °®
- . ATTENDING. *
Don Boltjes, Juhl Erickson, Greg a o
Hanefeld, Rahn Larson, Rick ° HECK OUT THE WORSHIP BULLETIN BOARD! ®
Quade, Todd Schumann . Scripture readers °
[ ] L]

Holy Communion:
Sunday, Jan. 4 & Jan. 25 9:00am

Holy Communion Assistants
LEASE CONSIDER SIGNING UP FOR A $LOT!

® ®
o Wednesday, Jan. 7, Jan 21, 6:30pm ®*  Choir rehearsal will resume on
° Sat.urdag,Ja'n.‘l‘l & Jan. 17, 5:30pm = ° Wednesday, Jan. 7, 2026 (5:30pm)
¢ Noisy Offering: Be a light in . . .
o GLOW Hullts! THe ‘Guilts THEHE By someone’s darkness! « Bell choir rehearsal will resume on
e GLOW members are sent to locations QF. Monday, Feb. 2, 2026. (6:30pm)
n the US and overseas 723
%. e © o o o *. e ®© o o o o
ongs of thankfulness and praise, Manifest at Jordan's stream, Manifest in making whole
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; prophet, priest, and king supreme; weakened body, fainting soul;
manifested by the star and at Cana wedding guest manifest in valiant fight,
to the sages from afar, in thy Godhead manifest; quelling all the devil's might;
branch of royal David's stem manifest in pow'r divine, manifest in gracious will,
in thy birth at Bethlehem: changing water into wine; ever bringing good from ill:
anthems be to thee addressed, anthems be to thee addressed, anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest. God in flesh made manifest. God in flesh made manifest.

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,
present in thy holy word;
grace to imitate thee now

and be pure, as pure art thou;
that we might become like thee
at thy great epiphany

: :;‘: and may praise thee, ever blest,
God in flesh made manifest.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.
Public Domain

ELW #310
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Christian Ed/Youth & Family

From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (8227)
P 4
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Wed/Sun School Prayer = ¢
CLASSES Partner

ac!
There will be no WS/SS classes Pa ﬂles
December 24th/28th or o
December 51s’r/Jonuory 4th. Wednesday School & Sunday School

Classes will resume Prayer Partner Parties will be held

Jonuory 7Th/ﬂ’rh 2026! January 21st/25th respectively!
! ’ We LOVE our Prayer Partners and

can't WAIT to celebrate them!
Parties will take place during the
regular WS/SS classtimes.

ATTENTION
6TH-8TH GRADERS!

Jr High/Sr High Youth Group
7th 12 grade

Winter it e 200

Sunday, February 2nd o |
Open Skating and/or Learn How to it
Play Racquetball/Racquetball Games OVERNIGHT TRIP!
1:00-3:00PM FEBRUARY 7TH-8TH, 2026
Windom Arena | Cost: FREE! LEAVE SAT@8AM, RETURN SUN@5PM

FRIENDS WELCOME!

3 Yk :>I<:

COSTIS $75
-INCLUDES THE EVENT, THREE MEALS,
HOTEL, & TRANSPORTATION-
ACCOUNT MONEY MAY BE USED!
STUDENTS MUST BE SIGNED UP WITH TERA

NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21ST.




9t - | Itn graders only!

gustavus adolphus college

STEP UP

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

LEADERSHIP DAY AT
GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS COLLEG

Tuesday, March 17th

we will leave ALC at 7

and return home aj
$40 fee will b
to attend

L i U g O

January Acolyte Schedule

r
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢

Sunday, January 4tfiPenelope Roberts, Brynn
* Mickelson
’

EWednesdav. January 7th- Macie Carlson, Mason
/ Peterson

’
¥ Sunday, January 11thElli Steinbrink, Aubrey
E Bussa

EWednesday January 14thKenziElla Johnson,
* Draetyn Markus

’
;Sunday, January 18tfiGraham Miller, Graycee
¢ Baloun

¢
* Wednesday, January 21étAva Scheitel, Amelia
E Winters

E Sunday, January 25thWyatt Soderholm, Maci
¥ Jurgens

¢
5Wednesday, January 28i#fiMorgan Roskamp,
* Maci Ambrose

[ A o Y
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e / JOIN US FOR A s
YOUTH
FUNDRAISER FEED!

- ‘“ESDP‘Y PANCAKE SUPP

A FEBRUARY 17, 2026

4:30PM-6:30PM

ALL YOU CAN EAT PANCAKES, SAUSAGES, . - .
ORANGE SLICES, MILK, COFFEE,& JUICE!
AND OF COURSE - KING CUPCAKES! "

COST IS $10/ADULT,
$5/KIDS 12 AND UNDER,
AND KIDS UNDER 5 EAT FREE!

Wednesday Night Suppers

JANUARY 7TiSloppy Jo, baked beans, chips, dessertf

JANUARY 14T ator tot hotdish, corn, bread, dessert§

JANUARY 218iTCreamy chicken, mashed potatoes,
carrots, bread, dessert

JANUARY 28THBeef stroganoff, Egg noodles, green
beans, bread, dessert :

HEY CHURCH! CAN YOU HELP?

We are always in need of donations of hamburgef,
chicken breasts, milk, bread, spaghetti noodles,
spaghetti sauce, cookies, cream of celery soup, &
cream of chicken soup. Could also us a few hamsé.

P.S. HWee has milk 3/$11 on Mondays!
QUILTING FOR GRADUAWHe meeting on January 4th

from 1pm-3pm. ALL ARE WELCOME1 No experience neces-
sary !
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Good to Know |

HELP US MAKE IT
A SOUPER SUPER BOWL!

HELP DONATE TO THE SHARING CENTER!
ACCEPTING CANNED SOUP & CRACKERS
JAN 5- DONATIONS WILL BE

DELIVERED TO THE SHARING
FEB 2 ‘ CENTER ON TUES. FEB 3RD
DROP OFF DONATIONS ANYTIME FROM NOW UNTIL THE
END OF THE BUSINESS DAY ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2ND

THE AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH OF WINDOM

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING!

: The Call Committee has a candidate for Lead Pastor to recommend to the ALC congregation. The vote:will
: be Sunday, January 11, 2026 at 10 amNo information can be shared about the candidate until that meet-
:ing. Members are encouraged to attend the meeting to learn about the Lead Pastor candidate and vote; We
: must have a quorum of at least 50 confirmed parishioners for the vote. Arrangements are being made fgr

it hose who candt attend the meeting in person t:o

: on this technology will be provided soon. If you have questions please call the church office.

Board Reports:
1 Worship &pMapptng for many upcoming events wit!Hl
servicel/lcelebration
2.Spiritual Li f-en o0& ofeel Ipavesheing t o report
3.Discipleship/ Market-oegme&t Saewpedkbrpreview
4 Budget & HRilmemcdey di scussed all i t ems
5.Propernotling to report
6.Christian -Bdhuweatgioordi e bags, prepped costumes,
review
7.Youth & -Bpmiolmyng events were prepped for, Youl
February events were reviewed, Child Protection
for sentgoorisngi s on
8.Church in-r®odieesmteyd past November events, shariip
qui ckl vy, upcoming events were reviewed and preplp
9.GLOWBiI bl e Study thls week, sewing/quilting resi




