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Sunday, February 1st  
Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday, February 4th  
6:30 PM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Saturday, February 7th   
5:30 PM Chapel Service  
 
Sunday, February 8th   
Fifth Sunday of Epiphany 
Noisy Offering 
9:00 AM Worship w/Noisy Offering 
 
Wednesday, February 11th   
6:30 PM Worship w/Noisy Offering 
 
Saturday, February 14th   
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy 
Communion & Noisy Offering 
 

Worship Schedule 
 
Sunday, February 15th   
Transfiguration Sunday 
9:00 AM Worship  
 
Wednesday, February 18th   
6:30 PM Ash Wednesday Worship 
 
Saturday, February 21st   
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy 
Communion 
 
Sunday, February 22nd  
First Sunday of Lent 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday, February 25th  
12:00 PM Ecumenical Worship 
6:30 PM Lenten Worship  
 
Saturday, February 28th  
5:30 PM Chapel Worship w/Healing 
Prayers following worship 

Join us for Worship in Church, on Facebook, on our Website, via our YouTube 
Channel, on KDOM Radio 103.1 FM, or Local Cable Channel 22! 

Our Vision: 
People experiencing a 
life-giving relationship 

with God. 
 

Mission: 
Living Godôs grace, we 
cultivate community to 
love and serve. 

 

Values: 
Relationships 

God. Each other. Creation. 

Belonging 
Affirmed. Included. Valued. 

Faith 
Active. Inquiring. Hopeful. 
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Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, òAmos has conspired against you in the 

very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words.ó  

-Amos 7:10 

 

 So, through the grapevine, I have heard that some are not ecstatic about my preaching and teaching on top-

ics that are considered òpolitical.ó When third-party people tell me this they say too that the person wants to be anon-

ymous. I get that. It does make me wonder if Iõm too scary to talk to though. Something I want everyone to know is 

that I welcome people who disagree with me. I would hope you could share your concerns and feelings with me.  

 I also realize talking about political issues is not wise for a preacher who likes to be happily employed. When I 

do, though, look at my hands; chances are theyõre shaking. I donõt like doing it either. I realize that, if I feel I ought to, 

that it ought to be done rarely and as non-partisan as possible while using the best research (not cable news, face-

book posts, or podcasters).  

 Whatõs hard about avoiding political issues altogether is that the Bible is filled to the brim with it. Itõs a con-

stant conversation about the king, Israel, other nations, Ceasar, with God clearly stating when God approves or disap-

proves of said nations, peoples, and their policies.  

 The other part that makes it tricky is that, as a pastor, I am called to òspeak publicly to the world in solidarity 

with the poor and oppressed, advocating dignity, justice, and equity for all people, working for peace and reconcilia-

tion among the nations, caring for the marginalized, and embracing and welcoming racially and ethnically diverse 

populations.ó This is C9.03a.8 in our constitution. It is in every ELCA constitution and a congregation cannot change 

nor remove it.  

 So, part of my call is to speak up and raise awareness when people are hurting in the hope of working to-

wards ending that pain. More often than not it can be done non-partisanly, although it will still be political. Some-

times thereõs just no way to avoid it. Such was the case when our Somali neighbors were suffering. I struggled with 

how to address this suffering in regards to my call to welcome racially and ethnically diverse populations and care for 

the marginalized.  

 I hope, in that sermon, that you heard me clearly say I am all for deporting illegal aliens and that all lawbreak-

ers should be arrested and stand trial. I realize that I did quote President Trump, but I felt there was no way around 

that. That being said, let me be clear again, that I was the first give thanks when his immigration crackdown removed 

many gang members and I loved his desire to slim down our bloated government. So I would hope that you did not 

hear me condemn him as a president outright. Instead, I was trying to make the point that his blanket statement of 

all Somalis had hurtful consequences and that we, as servants of Jesus, are called by Christ to care for the marginal-

ized and keep those who are following the law safe. 

 All this to say a couple of things: Iõm sorry for ruffling feathers. I donõt like preaching on political issues. I do 

realize the stress it causes when I do. I make sure to avoid preaching on politics for a while after I do. I try hard to be 

non-partisan. 

 Lastly, know that weõre not all going to agree, and thatõs ok. Most of the people Iõm close to here do not agree 

with me politically but we still talk, laugh, and joke with each other and I would never let that interfere with me being 

their pastor. I will love and serve this congregation despite parishionersõ beliefs and I wonõt make it weird, promise. 

 Therefore, I would hope you know you can always come to me and share how you feel, even if youõre upset 

with me, so that we can find ways to make our relationship better and so that I can apologize to you if need be.  

 

                                                                                                             Pastor Adam 
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²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ aǳǎƛŎ 
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 Christian Ed/Youth & Family 
From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (822-3377) 
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 Christian Ed/Youth & Family 
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Good to Know 


