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Thursday, April 2nd 
Maundy Thursday 
6:30 PM Worship w/Fifth Grade First 
Communion, 3rdï 6th Grade singing 
 
Friday, April 3rd 
Good Friday 
6:30 PM Worship 
 
Saturday, April 4th   
5:30 PM Easter Chapel Service  
 
Sunday, April 5th   
Easter Sunday 
7:00 AM Youth Led Sunrise Service w/
Holy Communion 
10:00 AM Festival Easter Worship w/
Holy Communionï Note Time Change!  
 
Wednesday, April 8th  
6:30 PM Worship w/Holy Communion 
& Noisy Offering 
 
Saturday, April 11th  
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy 
Communion & Noisy Offering 
 
Sunday, April 12th   
Second Sunday of Easter 
Noisy Offering 
9:00 AM Worship w/Noisy Offering 

Worship Schedule 
Wednesday, April 15th   
6:30 PM  Worship 
 
Saturday, April 18th   
5:30 PM Chapel Service w/Holy 
Communion 
 
Sunday, April 19th   
Third Sunday of Easter 
9:00 AM Worship  w/New Member 
Welcome 
 
Wednesday, April 22nd   
6:30 PM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Saturday, April 25th   
5:30 PM Chapel Worship  
 
Sunday, April 26th  
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
9:00 AM Worship w/Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday, April 29th  
6:30 PM Worship w/WS & SS Teacher 
& Helper Recognition 

Join us for Worship in Church, on Facebook, on our Website, via our YouTube 
Channel, on KDOM Radio 103.1 FM, or Local Cable Channel 22! 

Our Vision: 
People experiencing a 
life-giving relationship 

with God. 
 

Mission: 
Living Godôs grace, we 
cultivate community to 
love and serve. 

 

Values: 
Relationships 

God. Each other. Creation. 

Belonging 
Affirmed. Included. Valued. 

Faith 
Active. Inquiring. Hopeful. 
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Pastorõs Message  
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òBlessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.ó 

-Matthew 5:8 

 I write this after just getting done with funeral planning for Tim Fast, an adult who had Down syn-

drome. His sister was telling me that, growing up, people would tell her that those with Down syndrome go 

to hell because they are not able to fully accept Jesus into their hearts and have faith; something Iõve never 

heard before.  

 I didnõt have a chance to respond before the topic changed and she said something like, òMaybe in 

Heaven he wonõt have Downõs anymore,ó which really got my brain working and wondering.  

 For the record, I know a couple people with Down syndrome fairly well, and, to be honest, aside from 

a few quirks, theyõre pretty much the like everyone else (and all of us have our quirks). One person I think of 

is Andy Kulseth who comes to church sometimes with the DAC. I donõt know if you know this guy, but Andy 

loves to give hugs (and he gives good hugs too). Heõs super friendly, can talk with anyone, and itõs people 

like him that have made me think that if anyone is more purer of heart than anyone else, it is those with 

Downõs.  

 I think all of us are born to be loving and born to wear our hearts on our sleeves. I think too that, over 

the years, being overly loving gets us hurt sometimes; or shamed, or made fun of, or something. Those hurt-

ful experiences of being loving cause us to start being cautious about the òLó word and about how we show 

love to others. Most adults canõt tell the majority of adults they know in their life that they love them. Can 

you imagine seeing your neighbor while getting the mail and ending that conversation with, òSee you later 

and I love youó?  

I think of my best friend of thirty-six years and I have never once told him that I love him and Iõm will-

ing to bet I never will. Itõs just how our relationship is (and we definitely do NOT hug!). Iõve always had his 

back, we share deep stuff with one another, and there is deep, brotherly love there, but itõs one of those 

things that we just donõt say to one another.  

 But my experience with some with Downs is that they still wear their hearts on their sleeves. If they 

feel that they love you then theyõre going to tell you that they love you. Heck, you may have just met them 

three minutes ago, it doesnõt matter, because they donõt care about social norms. Thatõs how they feel so 

theyõre going to tell you. And as for Andy Kulseth, if he wants to hug you, heõs going to do it. He doesnõt care 

about all the rules we now have in place for hugging (which, for most intents and purposes, I fully endorse), 

if he feels the need to hug, then heõs going to hug. 

 So to hear that anyone would say people with Down syndrome go to hell, I mean, that was almost a 

punch to the face for me. Some of them may have trouble speaking but for anyone who simply shares that 

they love you, even if they just met you, and for someone who lovingly gives hugs because thatõs what their 

feelings are saying is a good thing to do, you cannot tell me that they are not pure in heart. And if they are 

pure in heart then Jesus says that they will see God.  

 Which further made me wonder what will happen to them in Heaven. I sit and think that it would be a 

shame if they were òhealedó of something that made their hearts so pure. Would we want them to be like 

ònormal peopleó? Would they want to be like ònormal peopleó? Or would they instead want that great ability 

that they have been blessed with to simply love fully and fearlessly? 

 I would hope that all of us ònormiesó would be so òhealedó with Downs now, and, when we get to 

Heaven, so that we might have such purity of heart.  
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²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ aǳǎƛŎ 
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Christian Ed/Youth & Family 

 

From Tera Elness, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries (822-3377) 
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